
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

I am tardy getting my newsletter 

article to Polet this month (Confession is supposed to be 

good for the soul, we will see). In the past I prepared July’s 

article while in Guatemala, in the evenings when we as a 

team paused to reflect on the work of the day. Our evening 

reflections are always the same and always different. The 

same because the work we do from year to year is 

predictable, and different because the people we meet and 

so quickly fall in love with are as different as the beautiful 

dresses of the Mayan women, the traje tipico (traditional 

indigenous clothing). 
 

This year we worked on the edge of the rainforest in a land 

I can only describe as breathtaking. Lush vegetation 

blanketing mountains and valleys, wild white orchids 

dotting the already spectacular landscape, and oh the people. 

They are sweet, humble, proud, hard-working, resilient, 

hopeful, and kind. That is why we fall in love so quickly 

with each family we meet.  
 

This year we built homes for three families with present 

fathers still working hard to lift their families from 

subsistence living. It is typical for us to build homes for 

single mothers and grandmothers who find themselves in 

dire situations because the father has left.  

That is emotionally hard for us every year. But this year in 

each of the homes we built, dads jumped in with joy to mix 

cement, carry supplies, direct the kids, and even pray when 
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What a joy it has been to be your Parish Associate and 

Moderator of Session for the past few months!  Quite 

often I am one of the first to arrive on Sunday 

mornings, and I have the opportunity to spend a few 

minutes on the chancel looking at our magnificent 

cross in the back of the Sanctuary.  Sometimes I am 

alone, but then some of you begin to arrive and begin 

to go about preparing for worship.  This is a special 

time as I prepare myself for the morning ahead.  My 

question for God is, “Why am I here, Lord?  What do 

you have for me to do today?”  And as the day unfolds, 

the answer becomes clear, and I am reminded of the 

Benediction which I love so much:       

You go nowhere by accident. 

Wherever you go, God is sending you. 

Wherever you are, God has put you there. 

God has a purpose in your being there! 

This plays out over and over again.  And I have heard 

many of you reflect that you have found this to be true 

for you as well. 

When I began my time as Moderator of Session, I was 

a bit nervous, wondering how this would work out.  I 

sensed many of you were as well.  We all wondered 

how this new time in the life of FPC would go.  To my 

great joy it has gone WELL!  And I say that for some 

very important reasons.  Because YOU have all made 

the decision to make it be so!  Let me be specific. 

1) When there is work to be done, you have said 

YES!  Both the session and the deacons, and their 

committees and work groups, have continued to be 

faithful to the tasks for which they are responsible. 
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Grace and peace to you,  
 

As we enter the Season of 

Advent, and turn our attention 

toward Christmas, I want to 

thank you for your faithfulness 

and continued witness. Since 

your congregation’s inception, 

you have observed this sacred 

season in concert with 

Christians around the world. Together we cherish 

the gifts and traditions of Advent. Its message is one 

of light approaching, even and especially in a 

darkened time.  
 

As the first season in the Christian calendar, 

Advent begins a new liturgical year. The Advent 

candles we light are amplified in the wider Festival 

of Lights that our friends and neighbors enjoy each 

year. Thank you for gathering in affirmation of 

Christ’s birth as the primal reason for the season.  
 

Advent provides a crescendo. It begins with 

the message of hope, of light shining in darkness, and 

culminates in a celebration of Christ’s nativity. 

While it shares time and space with a broader holiday 

season, for Christians, Advent is a spiritual 

summons. It invites an increased attention to God’s 

presence.  
  

J.S Bach (1685-1750) wrote a famous piece 

of music that we know in a hymn entitled, “Sleepers 

Awake.” The work of Bach is often celebrated with 

the sounds of grand pipe organs; however, it has 

gentler interpretations as well, some by piano, some 

by cello, even guitar. 

 

YouTube will reward your search for such 

offerings. My own recent search netted a gentle 

acoustic guitar arrangement that sounded like 

something a parent might use to serenade a sleeping 

child, in the hope that youngster would arise and see 

the marvel at hand.  
 

A wise counselor said, “The Spirit rarely 

shouts; more often it whispers in an effort to gain our 

attention.” To that end we are blessed with each 

other’s company and shared witness, as those who 

have been affected by such whisperings. With each 

other’s help, we echo and amplify them as we also 

light candles, trees and storefronts, and enjoy 

favorite carols and scriptures.  
 

One of my favorite seasonal images is from 

someone whose name I’ve lost. She had been so 

stirred by a simple Advent candle lighting in 

worship, that she wrote a poem with a refrain of 

petition asking God, “Light tall candles in my 

heart.” We dare ask such a thing, because of our 

shared belief that the light of Christ shines in the 

darkness, which will not overcome it.  

 

Blessings to you,  

 

Pastor Steve Smith 
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Please bring one covered dish, an 
Appetizer, or Dessert to Share. 

RSVP Jana 209.604.0099 
By December 6th 

We are bringing back 

Christmas Cocoa Party 

out in our Parking Lot.  
 

We will be gathering 

on the two weekends 

before Christmas, 

December 15-17, 22-23; 

5pm – 8pm. 
 

There will be S’Mores, 

Hot Cocoa, Cookies, 

Marshmallows to 

Roast, Popcorn, and 

Good Cheer! 
 

Join US as we gather 

around a fire pit or two 

and Share stories, 

Laugh, and be Joyful 

as we celebrate the 

Birth of our Savior this 

wonderful Christmas 

Season. 
 

If you’d like to help, 

please contact the 

office. 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? 
 

This is the opening line of an Advent hymn we will sing this Sunday, and it is a question worthy of our 
pondering. As we enter into this Advent Season, this season of preparation, how do we prepare to meet 
Jesus, the Son of the Living God, our Savior? It is almost too big a question! It is a question for our 
entire church, and yet it is also a question for us as individuals. 
 

As a church family, we decorate the church with bright bows and candles, with trees decorated with 
lights and ribbons, and walls hung with tapestries telling the stories of kings and angels and others. And 
as a church family we gather each week in worship to sing the songs and hear the words which remind 
us of the events so long ago of the birth of our Lord Jesus. 
 

But as individuals, how do we prepare for this great event? Perhaps we should just allow ourselves to 
be guided by this hymn: 

O lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, My hope, my heart’s delight! 

O kindle, Lord most Holy, A lamp within my breast, 
To do in spirit lowly. All that may please You best! 

 

If we could only do that which please God the best! That, I think, would please God! That might be 
enough! Perhaps just to keep that as our focus for this season! 

Happy Advent! 
Rev. Wendy Warner, Director of Music 
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cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 
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Our thanks go out to Joey for bestowing on our church this wonderful gift.  
  
 

PW Women’s Bible Study usually meets on the third Wednesday morning of the month. Our next gathering 
will take place on the second Wednesday, December 13, at 10:30 am in Voight Hall. This month, instead of 
Bible Study, we will be signing Christmas cards to send to those not able to get out and about or need 
encouragement. There will not be a Zoom link for this meeting. Finger foods/goodies may be brought to 
share. 

Regular Bible Study lesson will resume on Wednesday, January 17, 2023, at 10:30 am in Voight Hall/Zoom. 
We will continue our lessons from Sacred Encounters: The Power and Presence of Jesus Christ in Luke-
Acts authored by Olive Mahabir. In the nine lessons of this Bible study – the author invites readers to 
consider Jesus, “the good shepherd” (Luke 10:15), who shared the Good News through sacred encounters 
with everyday people. The Gospel according to Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, or Luke-Acts “one 
story in two parts,” demonstrate the unfolding of God’s redemptive purposes in human history and 
present a distinctive perspective on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Written by Luke, a physician and 
traveling companion of Paul, the message to the early Christian community (and to us) is radical, 
inclusive, and hope filled. Further, this message invites the church to deeper, compassionate engagement 
with the world. “What are the potential implications for the church if we treat our interactions as sacred 
encounters that demonstrate the transformative love of Christ Jesus?” For any questions or more 
information, please contact Candace Peterson. 

All women of the church are welcome to attend. We encourage you to bring a friend.  

 

Once again our church has been the recipient of Al 

Colquhoun’s construction expertise and we thank him for the 

work he continues to do on our behalf. 

The wood on the overhang in front of Voight Hall has been in 

a state of disrepair for years. The header and the ends of the 

eaves were severely damaged with dry rot.  

Al used new wood, and also repurposed some wood from the 

sanctuary garden project.  Once the construction was 

completed, everything received a fresh coat of paint and the 

gutter was relocated. 

Work is also being done on the inside of Voight Hall. The 

unsightly metal ceiling apparatuses that formerly held up the 

sliding room dividers are being removed and replaced with 

new ceiling tiles. The long divider in the center of the 

room cannot be removed as it is needed to structurally hold 

up the ceiling tile support frames so that will have a new metal 

cover. Once that structural work is completed the entire ceiling 

will receive a fresh coat of paint. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html
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FPC Turlock’s Mission Faire held annually in December has been a longstanding tradition that has 

helped many people locally and around the world live a better life. This year we will once again hold 

our Mission Faire in Voight Hall. Please stop by and prayerfully give to the ones you’d like to support 

with your donations. However, if you’re unable to attend, it does not mean you still can’t help those 

that need help the most, especially during these troubled times.  

 

Please take notice of the Mission Faire flyer in the newsletter. To donate, simply fill out the bottom 

section and return it with your checks made payable to “First Presbyterian Church” and all donations 

will be forwarded to the mission project(s) of your choice along with all other FPC donations. There 

are three different ways of giving: a) Mail to 2619 N. Berkeley Avenue, Turlock, CA. 95382; b) Drop 

your donation in the secure mail box outside the church office; or c) Give online on our webpage, 

www.fpturlock.com.  

 

Thank you for your continued generous support!   ~ FPC Mission Committee 

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 

This special annual offering reflects that God is with us 
and your gifts are a reflection of His love. Through 

your generous giving we will be able to offer assistance 
in two areas. 1) For retired and active church leaders in 
need (through programs of the Presbyterian Board of 

Pensions), and 2) for needy students at the 
Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

Please consider giving generously….for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot! You may 
give through the church offering, donate by credit card online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

or simply text CHRISTMASJOY to 91999 or visit pcusa.org/christmasjoy. Thank you! 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Listen to the stories (parables) Jesus told  

           each Sunday morning during  

Kid's Worship. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Big Wednesday Kid's Club starts January 18th. 

Come talk to God as we learn what prayer is  

all about. 
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 a permanent adult leader! 
We thank everyone who 
have stepped up in the 
fall to help with keeping 
the program intact. 
Stephanie Anderson 
continues to plan events 
and make sure there are 
volunteers for each weekly 
meeting.   

If you feel led to take on 
this task in supporting our 
youth as they grow into 
mature Christians facing a 
challenging world, please 
contact Candace Peterson 
or Stephanie Anderson. 
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Youth Group is in need of a 
permanent adult leader! 
We thank everyone who 
have stepped up in the fall 
to help with keeping the 
program intact. Stephanie 
Anderson continues to plan 
events and make sure there 
are volunteers for each 
weekly meeting.   

If you feel led to take on 
this task in supporting our 
youth as they grow into 
mature Christians facing a 
challenging world, please 
contact Candace Peterson 
or Stephanie Anderson. 
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The Learning Zone would like to thank 

each one of you for your support this 

past year and wishes you a very Merry 

Christmas!  
 

Our Christmas break is from December 

18th – January 5th. We will resume back 

in session on Tuesday, January 9, 2024. 

 
The children (grades 3-7) 

continue to work through a 

survey of the Old 

Testament, called The 

Bible -- The Story of God's 

Faithfulness.  We are 

currently finishing Moses and the 40 years in 

the wilderness and will learn about Joshua and 

some of the Judges in the coming weeks.    

 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 13TH 
DINNER  5:00PM 

PROGRAM  5:30 – 6:30PM 

We just finished a unit on 
"Growing in Grace" involving 
planting flowers from seed and 
learning the fruits of the spirit 
with a somewhat sassy sunflower 
puppet named Sara.  Plans for 
January are still in flux.  Rick and 
Ruth Gaffney continue to provide 
wonderful leadership, and we can 
always use assistants to help cook, 
supervise, and substitute.  See 
Stephanie or Candace if you are 
able to serve in some capacity.   

 



 

Prayers & Praises 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military 

 

May LOVE come alive within your heart as 

Christmas time draws near. May HOPE fill each 

room you decorate and bring JOY to those you 

hold dear. May PEACE be before you at every 

meal and FAITH ring through every song. For 

CHRIST is ALIVE, the LIGHT of the world. 

May He BLESS you all season long. 
 

              MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
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Blixt, Elizabeth (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Callahan, Julie(H) 

Josh, Sheila (S,H) 

Lowe, Marge (H) 

Marsh, Lois (H) 

McBride Family (G) 

Mizicko, Marlena (H) 

Narita, Leona (H) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Taylor, Paul (H) 

Ulrich, SaraLee (H) 

Vesperman, Richard (H) 

 

 

Please praise God continuously for who He is and 

what He has done in your life… 

Blessed is His Holy Name. 

 

 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 
 

Dec 5   Nancy Clegg  Dec 15  Rev. Wendy Warner &  

Gene Allen 

Dec 12     Robert England            Dec 16  Arby & Marilyn Hoobyar 

Dec 15   Russell Limprecht  Dec 28  Bob & Maxine Kisling 

Dec 15   Margaret Vasquez 

Dec 17    John Sims 

Dec 18    Ray Houlihan 

Dec 20    Susan England 

Dec 21    Donna Lansing 

Dec 23    Joann Wickwire 

Dec 26    Sue Strickland 

Dec 30    Ashley Yonan 

 

 

Fátima Esmeralda Ruano is 7 years old and studies first 

grade.  

• Wilson Adonías is 5 years old.  

Reina is taking care of Hugo’s children who is like their mother. She washes clothes for others twice a week in order to help 

Hugo with the home expenses, earning $5.00 per day worked, and she also sells rellenitos once or twice a week where earns 

If we have missed your birthday 

or anniversary, please contact the 

church office. 

 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Session last met on November 20, 2023. We welcomed 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Smith as Moderator of Session. 
 

Of interest: 

• Approved spending up to $500 towards rolling 

racks for tablecloth storage from the Bake Sale 

proceeds of November 19, 2023. The remaining 

balance of the proceeds will go towards a new 

church sign. 

• Approved to have regular worship at 10 am on 

Christmas Eve and a single Christmas Eve 

evening service at 8 pm. 

• There was consensus to move the regular 

meetings of Session to the third Tuesday night 

of the month at 7 pm. 
 

As we enter the season of advent, please keep in mind 

the reason for the season, the arrival of Jesus the Christ 

on Christmas morn. Stop to breathe amid the hustle and 

bustle of the season and listen closely to the words of 

the Christmas carols and hymns as they tell the story of 

Jesus. Safe travels to those of you on the road and in the 

skies.  
 

On behalf of Session, thank you for your continuing 

support of the mission and ministries of First 

Presbyterian Church. 
 

In HIS service,  
 

Pat Wallace 

Clerk of Session  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  

Session & Finance Ministries 
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 
 

January through October, 2023 
 

Contributions: $209,645 

Other Income: $40,007 

Total Income: $249,652 

Expenses:$241,641 

Excess Expense: $8,011 

Transfers from Operating Reserves (savings): $25,000 
 

We thank the congregation for another financially 

positive month. October income was $23,694 and 

expenses were $17,139 resulting in excess income of 

$6,5656.  We were able to transfer $5,000 into our 

operating reserves (savings account)! We are grateful 

for the gift of Pastor Steve and look forward to his 

positive ministry on our church and our financial 

security.  
 

We hope to continue to increase the balance in our 

reserve/savings account and we pray for your 

continued support for the remainder of the year.  First 

Presbyterian Church is a blessing! 

 

May His Peace reside in you during this holy season. 

 

Your Finance Committee 

.  

 

 
DEACON MINISTRY 

Deacons met on Sunday, November 12th at 11:15 a.m., after the church service.  Pastor Steve joined our meeting and 

contributed a great deal to the agenda.  After the reports, Deacons signed up for communion prep for December.  It was 

also reported that a new room is being set aside for the storage of tablecloths.  The Building and Grounds committee will 

let us know when there is going to be a day to move racks to hold the tablecloths from the shed to the new room.  We 

will go through all of the tablecloths at that time and toss those that are too stained.   

Robert England agreed to be the kitchen manager for the Tidings of Comfort dinner on Wednesday, November 15.  

Deacons signed up for different times to come and help with decorating the tables, preparing the meal under the direction 

of Robert in the kitchen, and cleanup.  At this writing, the Tidings of Comfort dinner has taken place.  A huge thank you 

to Robert England and all of the Deacons who assisted with this wonderful event.  

We will not have a meeting in December.  Our next meeting will be at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, January 14, 2024, in the 

tutoring room. 

In Christ, 

Darlene Runsten, Moderator 
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Worship Service at 10AM 
Phone # (209) 202-3977 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 

  Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Stephen Smith 

  Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

  Bookkeeper: Kim Sasman 

  Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

  Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

  Organist: Barbara Bort 

  Child Care: Rebecca Staley 

  Janitor: Michael Morris 

 

 
 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2023 

Michael Betts 

Donna Harrison 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

 

 

Elders 

Class of 2024 

Mark Aldax 

Kathleen Gunn 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

 

Elders 

Class of 2025 

Dan Hardesty 

Adria Sanders 

Jerel Steckling 

Pat Wallace 

 
Deacons 

Class of 2023 
 

Alison Aldax 

Marlena Mizicko 

Kendra Reyes 

Darlene Runsten 

Cyndi Sims 

Lisa Wellman 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2024 
 

Brent Harrison 

Donna Lansing 

Elaine Neely 

Pat Rubalcava 

Nancy Seaver 

Meghan Young 

Deacons 

Class of 2025 
 

Bill Bishop 

Niki Higdon 

Jana Purdy 

Jeannie Staley 

 

 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

