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I came across this story the other
day and thought it might be helpful.
It puts things in a proper
perspective.

Margaret Sangster Phippen wrote
that in the mid-1950s her father,
British minister W. E. Sangster began to notice some

uneasiness in his throat and a dragging in his leg. When
he went to the doctor, he found that he had an incurable
disease that caused progressive muscular atrophy. His
muscles would gradually waste away, his voice would
fail, his throat would soon become unable to swallow.

Sangster threw himself into his work in British
home missions, figuring he could still write and he
would have even more time for prayer. "Let me stay in
the struggle, Lord," he pleaded. "I don’t mind if I can
no longer be a general but give me just a regiment to
lead." He wrote articles, books and helped organize
prayer cells throughout England. "I'm only in the
kindergarten of suffering," he told people who pitied
him.

Gradually Sangster’s legs became useless. His
voice went completely. But he could still hold a pen,
shakily. On Easter morning, just a few weeks before he
died, he wrote a letter to his daughter. In it, he said, "It
is terrible to wake up on Easter morning and have no
voice to shout, *He is risen!’-but it would be still more
terrible to have a voice and not want to shout."

Easter is almost here, just a few days away.

Easter is a holiday we look forward to celebrating. It is
a very busy time of the year. Prior to Easter we might

have a Maundy Thursday or Good Friday worship
service to attend. If we have children we might need
to dye Easter eggs, and of course then we have to
hide them. And this leads to an Easter egg hunt. We
With
family get togethers after Easter worship, we must

might need to buy new shirts and dresses.

prepare the house and get the food ready for Easter
lunch. Many businesses give their employees the
day off. Also, Churches usually have their largest
attendance on Easter morning and so they prepare.
The Choir does some special music, the ushers have
more bulletins, and there is always great food for
after the service.

As 1 have said, Easter is a busy time of the
year. But this year, let’s not be so busy, so busy with
good things to do, that we forget what Easter is. Let
us not forget to shout on Easter morning, “He is
risen!” Some might not understand why we would
shout, some might not have a reason to shout, some
might forget to shout and some might be afraid to
shout out loud. BUT let us not be too busy to shout.
“He is risen. He is risen indeed.”

Have a blessed Easter,

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed,

_ alleluia!

Pastor Rick
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Announcements

GOOD FRIDAY
BRUNCH“

April 2, 2026
6:30 pm
Featuring a Dramatic Choral Presentation,

Communion and Remembering Jesus’
Final Moments
NdFRIDAYS
Fc"owship
IT'S TIME TO MAKE YOUR DWN PIZZERIA!

JOIN US AT ROBERT & SUSIE ENGLAND'S HOME AS
THEY HOST “MAKE YOUR OWN PIZZA” NIGHT.
THEY PROVIDE ALL THE FIXIN'S &

YOU PROVIDE THE DRINKS.

Friday | April 10"
6:00 pm

5519 South Commons
Rd, Turlock

SATURDAY

APRIL 18™
5-8PM

RSVP Susie England by
April 8" —209.485.5275




Missions Ministry

April marks the time when FPC will be receiving the Presbyterian Church'’s
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special offering. Centered in the
prophet Micah’s call to do justice, OGHS is the primary source of funding
for the church’s worldwide effort to help those who find themselves and
their communities dealing with food insecurity as well as needing
restoration from disaster or oppression.

Hope Restoration South Sudan (HRSS) is one current recipient of OGHS
funding. Founded in 2010 by a woman who was herself at one time a
refugee, the non-governmental organization continues to be led by
women. HRSS has partnered with the PC(USA) to help vulnerable
communities in South Sudan improve food security by empowering

. women and girls through farming. Mama Nyavier, one of the farmers
participating in the HRSS vegetable growing effort, raises onions. She
notes that what she produces is enough not only to sustain her own
family and provide for the basic needs of her children, but also to enable
her to take her children to school. With gratitude she states, “Because of your kind hearts for humanity, my
children have a chance to a future and a better life.”

Gifts to OGHS directly support communities facing hunger, conflict and disaster both here in the United
States and overseas. FPC will receive OGHS gifts on Easter Sunday, but gifts are welcome any time during
April. In a world where compassion and justice are urgently needed, OGHS helps us do the work God calls us
to do—to reflect God's love by doing justice. May we all give generously!

PER CAPITA @
As a connectional church, our work is maintained and

funded by a financial system called “Per Capita.” In this

system, each governing body above the local U N IT E D s AM AR I TAN s

congregation’s session determines how much it will cost to

do what the Book of Order and the next higher governing F 0 U N D AT | 0 N
council require. Each body also calculates what it will cost

to do the ministries we believe God is calling us to do. And "Helping Hands for the Needy"

the General Assembly determines the cost of maintaining

the structures and systems at the national level that support United Samaritans Foundation (USF) in

the internal work of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and Stanislaus County, CA, accepts non-perishable,
its rle(;ationships with other faith communities around the unopened food donations, including canned
world.

goods, peanut butter, cereal, and bottled water

As members, we pay per capita, in addition to one’s annual to support their daily meal service. High-need

gift, recognizing that the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA). 1s items include protein-rich foods, canned fruit,
a connectional church and we are part of a larger family

throughout the country. This connection includes our and empty egg cartons, as they serve over 1,500

Presbyteries, Synods, and General Assembly. Our financial meals daily.

support keeps us connected and able to support the work . .
and mission of our Presbytery and our sister churches. Our There is a large BLUE BARREL in the office

2026 per capita apportionment of $34.00 per member hallway for your donations. Kindly place your
supports our Presbytery office, Synod, and General donated 1tems to this much needed cause in our
Assembly. We ask that you respond by returning your community. Thank you for your support.

contribution to the church office.




Music & Tutoring Ministries

JiJ Notes from the Music Room J3J

As | write this article, Holy Week is upon us; and just for a few moments think about this
question: What does Easter mean to you?” Here are some of my thoughts on that question.
Easter means springtime: fresh air, sunshine, blossoms on trees, lilacs and tulips, frosting
sugar cookie crosses and chicks, dying hard boiled eggs, the sweet scent of lilies and tall
bouquets of calla lilies, palm branches waved by Sunday school children, singing “Hosanna!”
and “Beneath The Cross of Jesus”, a crown of thorns, angry cries of “crucify Him!” darkness,
a huge stone in front of an earthen tomb, sunrise service, an empty tomb, “He Lives!”, baked ham, jelly beans,
hot-cross buns, and family, music, and Easter sermons. All of this describes Easter to me. But most important, in
front f all that | have described, | must remember and meditate on the fact that Easter means Christ. Without
Christ’s great sacrifice of love an d suffering, dying a tortured death on a cross for my sins, and then the glorious
resurrection, Easter means nothing. So, this Holy week, | will raise my songs and praises to my Risen Living Lord:
my Savior, Jesus Christ.

Please make your Easter plans to include being present in worship services with us this Holy Week. Your FPC
music department has been rehearsing diligently on special music for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday “The Last
Sacrifice”, Good Friday brunch music, and the glorious Easter morning worship.

“Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! The hope of all
who seek Him, the help of all who find....He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!”
Serving in song,
Marilyn Fullmer
Music Director

I The Learning Zone Tutoring Program

Where has the year gone? It's hard to believe that we only have six more weeks. We will take
April 7™ and 8™ off for Easter Break. Next week, we will use the last 30 minutes for an Easter
Egg hunt and a small party. Thank you to all of those who donated plastic eggs and candy. Your
generosity will allow the students to have a great time. Many of them have not experienced an
egg hunt for various reasons. After Easter break, we will continue working on reading and math
but concentrate on STEAM minus the T (science, engineering, art and math) I guess it will be
SEAM activities.

13™, please let me know (209-606-3910). You will be preparing the tables, etc. I will purchase
food for the event (mostly premade).

We look forward to taking the summer off and returning in September (to be announced). There
will be some exciting new changes.

Thank you for prayers and support of our program. We have grown tremendously this year.

I On May 13™, we will have a Celebration of Learning with parents to share our learning. It will be
I With God's Blessings,

followed by tea. Before the tea, we will do a short etiquette class. If any of you can help on the I

Terri Rodger, Tutoring Director



Prayers & Praises

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code:
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military

If we have missed your

birthday or anniversary,

please contact the
church office.

WORSHIP

H\elpers‘ >

APRIL.2026

Communion Team — April

dreeters
SUNDAY GREETERS FOR APRIL

Pat Rubalcava; Kim Sasman {Deacons}
Pat Wallace, Dean Sasman {Elders}

April 5t John & Cyndi Sims
Worship Assistants April 12% Jo Coffman & Heidi Shearer
April 5 Pat Wallace ' April 191 Robert & Susie England
April 12 Donna Harrison

. April 26™ Martin & Jana Purdy
April 19 Pat Rubalcava

April 26™ Kathleen Gunn



Session, Deacon & Finance Ministries

| SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

I Session last met on March 16, 2026.

I Of interest:

e Approved to arrange with John Fong a 30-day, three-step plan on outreach

e Approved the 2024 Financial Review

e Approved allowing Serenity AA to use Classroom 7 on a trial basis for three months on Monday-

Wednesday-Friday from 7-9 pm for their Hispanic program.

e Completed the roster of the 2026 Nominating Committee as follows: Susie England and Marilyn Hoobyar
(Elder reps), Bill Bishop (Deacon rep); and Robert England, Priscilla Peters, John Sims and Pat Weisel

(members-at-large)

Session conducted a Special Meeting on March 22, 2026, to approve receiving the following into membership:

Congratulations and Blessings to these new members of our church family.

On behalf of Session, we appreciate your continuing support of the ministries and activities of First Presbyterian
Church. Please keep your Pastor Nominating Committee and your Session in your prayers as we discern on your

behalf.
In His Service,

Pat Wallace
L

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I Cheryl DeHart, Bill DeHart, Sally Dickinson, Fatima Figueroa, Rick Gaffney, and Francisco Molina.
I
I
I
I
I
I

FINANCE UPDATES
Income/Expense Report for February 2026

February Contributions: $ 14,019.75 YTD Contributions $ 37,324.75
February Other Income: $ 1,614.32 YTD Other Income $ 3,842.67
$(39.286.92)

$ 1,880.50

$(19.449.32) YTD Expenses
(3,815.25)

February Expenses

Difference: $ Difference

As we review our financial standing for this quarter, we are mindful of the
need for stewardship and proactive planning. While giving has matched
our baseline operational costs, increased maintenance expenses for our
building have highlighted the need for careful oversight of our budget. We
ask for your continued prayers and support, and we are grateful for your
continued dedication to stewardship.

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

In His Mercy & Grace,
FPC Administration Committee

DEACON MINISTRY

The deacons met on March 9th when the
positions of Communion Preparation and
Greeting were assigned through June.
We are trying to complete our new
church directory, so you might be asked
to confirm the personal information we
have for you. A suggestion was made to
look into the Instant Church Directory
application which allows us to
immediately report changes as they
occur.

We will be preparing Communion for the
Maundy Thursday service.

On behalf of all deacons, I’d like to wish
you a Joyful, blessed Easter.

Pat Rubalcava
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Church Staff

Interim Pastor: Rev. Rick Lemberg
Music Director: Marilyn Fullmer
Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan
Bookkeeper: Kim Sasman

Youth Director: Alexis Green

Assist. Youth Director: Shasta Gunn
Tutoring Director: Terri Rodger
Organist: Barbara Bort

Janitor: Michael Morris

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS

Elders
Class of 2026

Michael Betts
Susie England
Donna Harrison
David Posluch

Deacons
Class of 2026

Lynn Posluch
Jana Purdy
Kim Sasman
Lorna Schmidt
Nancy Seaver

Elders
Class of 2027

Kathleen Gunn
Candace Peterson
Dean Sasman

Deacons
Class of 2027

Bill Bishop
Jo Coffman
Heather Gordon
Donna Lansing
Darlene Runsten
Heidi Shearer

Elders
Class of 2028

Marilyn Hoobyar
John Miles
Martin Purdy

Deacons
Class of 2028

Diane Arakelian
Gail Ballas
Pat Rubalcava
Cyndi Sims
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