
Report from General Assembly 227 

Persevering Toward Wholeness 

Candace Peterson 

 

The closest I had ever been to a General Assembly was 2008 in San Jose when I sang in the 

massed choir for Sunday worship. That moving worship service left me eager to take part in 

the whole General Assembly experience.   When Session nominated me this year, I wondered  

whether I was still up to the task, whether I had run out of time. When I was elected along with 

minister Tiffany Holleck from Yuba City to represent our Presbytery in Milwaukee, I knew that God had given 

me something to do there and that God would provide whatever energy and wisdom I might need.  And so God 

did.  But I really hadn’t grasped the demands, and rewards, of serving as a Ruling Elder Delegate.     

Before we even got to Milwaukee, there were Zoom workshops to practice parliamentary procedure using a 

laptop to make and second motions, speak for or against motions, make amendments, vote, and handle more 

complex tasks.  We all got better at it during the course of GA.    

All of the business before the assembly for decision had been divided into topic areas, and each voting delegate 

was assigned to a committee deal with one area.  Each committee’s recommendations would then be offered to 

the entire Assembly for adoption by consent or for debate and a formal vote.  I was assigned to the “Gender 

and Sexuality Justice” Committee [GEN], which turned out to be a very positive experience, contrary to 

my initial reaction.  Our committee had 10 separate items before it, 7 of which ended up approved by consent.   

We approved a voluntary questionnaire to congregations about experiences of sexual misconduct in church 

settings and congregational responses, in order to better understand patterns, outcomes, strengths and areas 

needing improvement.  Another motion will develop a voluntary self-audit guide for congregations to 

improve alignment between their stated commitments and their lived practices of welcome and belonging.   

Other matters required debate and a formal vote of the Assembly.  GA voted to support that all individuals have 

access to all medically necessary, evidence-based gender-affirming healthcare.  The original motion specifically 

referred to access for minors. However, our committee recommended deleting that reference at the request of its 

YAAD members (Young Adult Advisory Delegates) who did not want to see the overture misused to cause more 

harm to transgendered minors.  The clear understanding is that “all individuals” does, in fact, include people of 

all ages.      
 

The basic purpose of GA may be organizational (overtures, elections, reports), but GA in my experience is far 

broader.  Although I am a “cradle Presbyterian” I found that I didn’t know much about the formal organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Turlock 

his 

year we built homes for three families with present fathers 

still working

THE NEWSLETTER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA 

 

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://standrewmundelein.com/wp-content/themes/simplysirius/images/sa_wide_separator.png&imgrefurl=http://standrewmundelein.com/218-2&h=66&w=629&tbnid=_erRs0ohwlWlLM:&zoom=1&docid=cGjG5n34gdpLrM&ei=F7SEU5b3B4f3oAShrYDQAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CHQQMygXMBc&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=990&page=2&start=14&ndsp=22


 

G.A. Leaders’ Opening Prayer 

Candace Peterson & Rev. Tiffany H. 

Nicely, St. Andrew Church, Yuba City 

Candace Peterson, Karen Sapio, 

Exec. Presbyter of NCCP, & 

Rev. Tiffany H. Nicely 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Assembly Report Continued…  

15 per 
person 

RSVP Rick by May 6th 
559.916.6633 

 

Every day of Plenary included a statement of how that day’s work changed the 2027 per capita obligation, leading 

to some grousing about the relative needs of national vs. local. Changes to PCUSA’s mission agencies and mission 

work produced much grief, dissent, and regret.  Someone announced that PCUSA membership increased by about 

4,000 in the last year.  The scope of PCUSA is reflected in a daunting alphabet soup of advisory committees, 

commissions, task forces, etc.  The nuts and bolts of putting on this event blew me away.    

Each morning of Plenary began with a worship service: on Sunday we were bussed to various Presbyterian 

congregations in the Milwaukee area to share their services and lunch.  Our co-moderators led another morning 

service along with communion.  There was a luncheon supporting 1001 New Worshipping Communities.  I attended 

a dinner honoring Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett, President and Executive Director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, 

whose visionary leadership turned Matthew 25 from words on a page into a church-wide movement (and talk about 

energy!!!).    

On the last full day of the assembly, we got a chance to meet the 4 pairs of nominees for our next co-

moderators.  On the final morning, we elected our new co-moderators (they won by a large margin.   There was a 

long necrology for Ministers of Word and Sacrament who had passed away since the last meeting, including our 

former pastor, Rev. Dr. Steve Locke.  The worship service was led by Rev. Laura Cheifetz, Transitional Executive 

Pastor, Presbytery of San Francisco, another amazing speaker.  We elected Rev. Marta Pumroy-Cordero and Rev. 

Dr. Kristopher Schondelmeyer to be our new co-moderators through the next General Assembly in 2028 which will 

be held in…..Puerto Rico!  

I got to know the amazing members of my committee and the advocates for various overtures.  The amount of effort 

that went into producing this event was overwhelming.  The glitches were overcome.  There were outstanding 

speakers and preachers.  We joined with Presbyterians in the Milwaukee area for “Healing Not Harm: A Walk to 

End Gun Violence,” and worshiped with local congregations on Sunday.  Throughout, I was surrounded and 

sustained by hundreds of people serving with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.  

I am unendingly grateful to all of you who supported me and the work of PCUSA.    

Faithfully submitted, 
 

Candace Peterson 

FPC Elder of Christian Education 

 

 



 

Announcements 
  Join in on 
    Sunday,  
   August 16th   
for a reception 
following our 
worship service  

as we bare farewell and support 
Madison Staley as she continues 
her education career at Azusa 
Pacific in the fall.  
Madison has grown up in our 
church since age seven and she 
will be greatly missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Learning Zone Tutoring Program  

Tutoring will be returning September 15th and 16th.  We are 
excited to welcome back most of students as well as those 
on last year’s waiting list and hopefully a few more.  As 
always, we need tutors.  If you would like to tutor or know  

someone who would like to help with this amazing ministry, please contact 
Terri Rodger (209-606-3910). 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23rd 
DURING THE SERVICE 

*BE ON TIME 
*PUT ON YOUR CAMP SHIRT/GEAR 

 



 

Vacation Bible School Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had such a wonderful week of Vacation Bible 
School. We had forty-nine children registered and an 
average of forty children attending every day. There 
were forty adult volunteers who helped make this 
wonderful event the success that it was, and I am more 
than grateful. 
 

We chose Creation & God’s Love to us through His 
creation as the theme so that we can reach children who 
don’t have a home church and don’t necessarily even 
know about God and Jesus. Our goal was to introduce 
Him to them.  
 

Every day, we did a Bible point, a Bible story and a 
scripture verse that corresponded with the day’s theme 
and activities. Day One: God is our Creator & He created 
everything in the world; Day Two: God knows 
everything; Day Three: God is our Safe place; Day Four: 
God is Love; And Day Five: God is forever! 
 

I want to thank you all for everything. I have already 
begun looking into next year’s curriculum. Your 
generous hearts, prayers, and your financial support is 
what made all this possible. And I cannot wait for next 
year. Thank you! 
 

Love, 
Terri Rodger 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Ministries 

♫♪ Notes from the Music Room 
♫♪  

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor  

of His holiness.”  Psalm 29:2 

 

I have just finished my week of leading songs with all our VBS kids; and I 

can report that it was so fun, amazing, and wonderful to start every 

morning with singing, clapping, dancing, and praising the Lord! On 

Monday, I was nervous and the kids were a bit stiff. But by Friday  

morning, they knew the songs well and it was fun for all of us. How great it was to have so 

many kids singing in the church! And it truly was that we were all praising and worshipping 

Jesus our Savior and God our Creator. 

  One of our songs was titled, “Majesty”. Some of the lyrics: “O Lord, our Lord, how 

majestic is You name...Lord You are powerful, Lord You are Beautiful, we sing Your praises loud.” 

As we began to learn the lyrics, I was reminded of a devotional reading I had read on Monday 

night from Psalm 29:4, “The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is majestic.” Now 

wasn’t that such a “God thing” that my devotional reading was just what I was teaching the 

kids. That was not just a coincidence. It shows me just how God works in our lives.  

  So now, with VBS completed, it is time to get back to Sunday morning music. Here is 

what our upcoming August music will be so you can look ahead and be present in worship. On 

August 2nd, we will be blessed with classical music from Donna Harrison’s “Con Brio” string 

trio. On August 9th, Barbara Bort and I will perform a classical Sonata for 4-hand piano. 

August 16th will feature organ music from our friend Becky Watts. And on August 23rd, a return 

of “Camp Song Sunday’ featuring fun songs from camp! (I suggest you get your camp shirt to 

wear that day). See you in church this month friends to worship together and sing praises to 

the Lord. 

 

Serving in song, 

 

Marilyn Fullmer 

Music Director 

 



 

Prayers & Praises 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military 

Birthdays    
 

Aug 1 Steve Arakalian 

Aug 1 Madison Staley 

Aug 8 Lisa Wellman 

Aug 13 Delilah Betts 

Aug 16 Kathleen Gunn 

Aug 22 Michael Yonan, Jr. 

Aug 23 Turan Tuman 
 

Anniversaries 

  Aug 4 Bob & Joanne Abraham 

  Aug 4 David & Diane Arakelian 

  Aug 18 Dave & Lynn Posluch 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chuck Ballmer’s Family  

(Kathy Lemberg’s Dad) (G) 

Blixt, Elizabeth (H) 

Callahan, Julie (H) 

England Family (G) 

Franklin Family (G) 

Kidwell Family (G) 

Lanchester, Irene (H) 

Lowe, Marge (H) 

Mirza, Julius (Jay) (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Sauer, Sheila (Cyndi Sims’sister) (H) 

Tom Sims’ Family (John Sims’ Brother) (G) 

Taylor, Paul (H) 

Warfield, Sonia (H) 

Please praise God continuously for who He is 

and what He has done in your life… 

Blessed is His Holy Name. 

 

 

SUNDAY GREETERS FOR AUGUST 
 

August 2nd Robby Avilla & Pat Weisel 

August 9th  Heidi Shearer & Bill Bishop 

  August 16th  Dave & Lynn Posluch 

August 23rd  Dean & Kim Sasman 

August 30th  Michael & Lynette Betts 

         

If we have missed your 

birthday or anniversary, 

please contact the  

church office. 

 

AUGUST 2026 

Communion Team – August 2026  

Pat Rubalcava & Kim Sasman {Deacons} 

Dan Hardesty; Dean Sasman {Elders} 
 

Worship Assistants 

August 2nd         Lynn Posluch 

August 9th        Dean Sasman 

August 16th        Francisco Molina 

August 23rd       Pat Weisel 

August 30th        Pat Wallace 



 

FINANCE UPDATES 
 

Income/Expense Report for June 2026 

                 June Contributions:   $ 20,480.49      YTD Contributions  $115,358.50 

                 June Other Income    $   1,840.34        YTD Other Income  $ 15,082.12 

June Expenses           $ (30,605.62)      YTD Expenses         $(152,433.32)        

  Difference:               $   (8,284.79)       Difference               $ (21,992.70) 

 

Dear church family,  

I found this motivational quote a few years back. “Staying positive doesn’t mean you have to be happy 

all the time. It means that even on hard days you know that there are better ones coming.” 

So yes, we are going through tough times as a church, but I know in my heart God is with us and will get 

us through as he always has. 

“For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 

already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.”  -24:8 Romans

NIV 25  

In His Mercy & Grace, 
 

Kathleen Gunn 

FPC Administration Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 
responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 
service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 
the Lifetouch portrait sessions and collected 
worship service information to match 
deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 
bring cheer to those in our flock who are 
inbound. 

➢  
Faithfully submitted, 
Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie Keesey, 

Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat Rubalcava, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

Session Highlights & Finance Update 
 

 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Session last met on July 27, 2026.  
 

Of interest: 

• Approved the transfer of membership of Joan McGowan from First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley, CA 

to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock, CA. Joan has been attending here for quite a while. We welcome 

her to our church family.  

• Approved purchase of four new brighter lights to be installed on the track facing the stage in the 

sanctuary, materials needed to enable Voight and Marsh Christian Education bathroom fans to operate 

with a time delay, and purchase of new fixture and light to replace that in the picnic grounds.  

• Approved the 50th celebration of FPC’s 50 years on Berkeley Avenue and select a committee to oversee 

it. 

• Approved the date of August 23, 2026, for a Special Congregational Meeting immediately after worship. 

The call: to select a member-at-large from the membership to serve on the 2026 Nominating Committee. 

• The Pastor Nominating Committee will join Session for a joint meeting on August 15 to discuss ministry 

possibilities. 
 

On behalf of Session, a big “THANK YOU!” to Terri Rodger and her volunteers for a very successful vacation 

bible school.  
 

On behalf of Session, we appreciate your continuing support of the ministries and activities of First Presbyterian 

Church. Please keep your Pastor Nominating Committee and your Session in your prayers as we discern on your 

behalf.  
 

In His Service, 
 

Pat Wallace 

Clerk of Session 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 202-3977 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchur
ch 

 

 

 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rick Lemberg 

Music Director: Marilyn Fullmer 

Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

Bookkeeper: Kim Sasman 

Youth Director: Alexis Green 

Assist. Youth Director: Shasta Gunn 

Tutoring Director: Terri Rodger 

Organist: Barbara Bort 

Janitor: Michael Morris 

 
 

Church Staff   

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2026 

Michael Betts 

Susie England 

Donna Harrison 

David Posluch 

 

 

Elders 

Class of 2027 

Kathleen Gunn 

Candace Peterson 

Dean Sasman 

 

Elders 

Class of 2028 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

John Miles 

Martin Purdy 

 
Deacons 

Class of 2026 
 

Lynn Posluch 

Jana Purdy 

Kim Sasman 

Lorna Schmidt 

Nancy Seaver 

 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2027 
 

Bill Bishop 

Jo Coffman 

Donna Lansing 

Darlene Runsten 

Heidi Shearer 

 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2028 
 

Diane Arakelian 

Gail Ballas 

Pat Rubalcava 

Cyndi Sims 

 

 

Make  Him Known
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