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Dear Church Family, 
 

We all felt the speed at which Covid-19 arrived and 

changed so many of our lives, and how it changed the life of 

the church. It all happened so fast! Well the opposite was true 

of our recovery and our struggle to move back to what felt like 

normal. Marcy just reminded me that at the beginning of 2022 

she and the kids were still masked up in children’s ministries 

gatherings. Our move to normal seemed slow and to be sure 

we have not recovered in every way. One of the most glorious 

things we had as a church, an event every Sunday that warmed 

my heart as pastor was our time of ‘passing of the peace.’  Pre-

Pandemic I often just watched with a big smile on my face as 

most every person in attendance on Sunday would warmly 

greet one another. Handshakes and hugs and brief stories of the 

week were the norm. It was a time I never wanted to interrupt 

to move the worship service along. Sadly, I don’t know how 

long it will take to recapture the friendly exuberance, the 

handshakes and hugs you all shared with each other and with 

visitors. 2022 was a year of transition, a time to come back to 

the familiar ebb and flow of church life, a time to recapture 

who we were.  
 

But what of 2023? Well, I hope and pray 2023  is a 

year when we shift out of the mode of recovery and absolutely 

capture the mode of  church growth. It is time to move from 

who we were to who we will be. I see this happening  and it is 

exciting to watch.  New growth is readily apparent in our 

tutoring ministry. The pandemic left so many of our nation’s 

school age children in need of some academic catch-up and 

dozens of them are looking to FPC to help them with this need. 

Some  of these kids and parents are sticking around on 

Wednesdays for a meal and our program, where they get to tap 

into the life of FPC. Our growth in online worship continues to 

move forward and this has an unlimited and exciting potential 

 

as well. Our ministries and programs are moving into this new 

year strong, with good leadership and dedicated volunteers. The 

Spirit of Christ is at work in the world, and you better believe  

that includes our particular church right here in Turlock.    
 

As we look around at the state of the world, our nation, 

and our communities, we know the work of the church is not 

finished. The need to spread the good news of Jesus Christ has 

never been greater. The pressing need for the body of Christ 

universal to reach out to the world around us and bring the 

messages of peace, hope, love and reconciliation has never been 

more urgent. This is our commitment as a congregation. We 

will do our part whenever we can and wherever we can to bring 

healing and help to the world. And, we will continue to do that 

as you all participate in the gospel with your time as volunteers 

and ready hands, with your talents and skills and with your 

treasure and economic gifts. When I speak with our elders about 

the future and particularly about budgeting, we often mention 

the word faith. We all know we must have faith or trust in God, 

but we as elders in the church must also have faith in God’s 

people, faith in you. Again, my dear church family, you have 

been so faithful to meet the needs we present. On behalf of the 

elders and myself I want you to know how appreciative we all 

are, thank you so much! Knowing the needs we are called to 

fill, trusting God and trusting in your faithfulness, I am joyfully 

(not cautiously)  optimistic about this new year! We all  

understand there will be challenges ahead, but challenges are 

the very reason we are empowered by the Spirit of Christ to 

overcome and to accomplish the tasks we have been called to, 

and all to the glory of God! 
 

With love and gratitude, 
 

Pastor Craig 
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We convened our annual congregational meeting last Sunday, Jan. 29, 2023, following our worship time. All officers, elders, 

and deacons, nominated and presented by the 2022 Nominating Committee for either two or three-year term, were voted 

in by the congregation. They shall be installed and/ordained on Sunday, February 12, 2023, during both worship services.  

DEACONS: Elaine Neely (2023), Darlene Runsten (2023), and Pat Rubalcava (2024). 

ELDERS:   Dan Hardesty (2025), Adria Sanders (2025), Jerel Steckling (2025), and Patricia Wallace (2025).   

➢ The 2022 budget was reviewed and the 2023 budget was presented. 

➢ Elected new corporate officers for 2023: John Sims (President), Patricia Wallace (Secretary), and Richard Brown 

(Treasurer). 

➢ The 2023 Nominating Committee are: Candace Peterson (Elder), Patricia Wallace (Elder), Darlene Runsten 

(Deacon), and the four members at large are: Mary Peterson, Lynn Posluch, Jane Steckling, and Polet Yonan.   

 

2023 Congregational Meeting Results 

The Fellowship Committee is 

Hereby Inviting You 

to Shower 
Katlynn Tokubo 

 
The Future Bride of 

Mitchell Wallace (Pat’s Son) 

  

SATURDAY 1 8 FEBRUARY 

At 2 o’clock in the afternoon 

First Presbyterian Church, Voight Hall 
2619 North Berkeley Avenue 

Registered at Zola Website 
Cash / Gift Card Preferred 

RSVP Church Office 
209.632.2324 

Butterfly kisses 
and baby wishes 

Join us for a 

Baby Shower 
Honoring 

Meghan Young 

Thursday, March 23rd, 2023 

6:30 pm 

First Presbyterian Church 

Voight Hall 

RSVP Church Office 
Registered at Target & Amazon 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 

Feb 3 Tristan Sanders  Feb 1 Daniel & Amber Gonzales  

Feb 8 Donovan Wallace Feb 15 Michael & Polet Yonan 

Feb 9 Marilyn Hoobyar 

Feb 9 Maxine Kisling 

Feb 11 Michael Sims 

Feb 13 Emily Yonan     

Feb 14 Mark Aldax 

Feb 15 Elizabeth Kidwell 

Feb 17 Melba Jones 

Feb 19 Deryn Betts 

Feb 19 Chris Wiegman 

Feb 21 Alison Aldax 

Feb 21 Robby Avilla 

Feb 22 Dave Posluch 

Feb 22 Dick Vesperman 

Feb 23 Pat Weisel 

Feb 24 Rebecca Staley 

Feb 25 Adria Sanders 

Feb 28 Natalie Staley 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

If we have missed your 

birthday or anniversary,  

please contact the  

church office. 

 

Please praise God continuously for who He is and 

what He has done in your life… 

Blessed is His Holy Name. 
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Blixt, Elizabeth (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Brunton, Bob (H) 

Callahan, Julie(S,H) 

Hartzell, Daniel (H) 

Hartzell, Sylvia (H) 

Jameson, Lizabeth (H) 

Josh, Sheila (H) 

Lowe, Marge (H) 

McBride, Neil (H) 

Mizicko, Marlena (H) 

Narita, Leona (H) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Taylor, Paul (H) 

Vesperman, Dick (H) 

Wallace, Dan (H) 

Wolf, Adelle (G) 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church is a praying family. 

Please let the church office know of your 

prayer needs and we will gladly add your 

name to our prayer chain. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html
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JOIN THE TEAM NOW! 
 

The Guatemala team will be purchasing 
flights in the next few weeks. If you are 
planning on joining the team, please contact 
Marcy right away.  

Our Guatemala mission trip will be June 27 – 
July 5, 2023. While there we will be building 
houses, distributing wheelchairs, food, and 
clothing, and hosting a children's VBS.  

 

June 27 – July 5, 

2023 
 

Our 2-Cents a Meal Ministry 

The third Sunday of each month FPC has the basket by the communion table to  

take our 2-cents a meal offering.  All the money donated goes to United Samaritan 

foundation for their Daily Bread Ministry.   

United Samaritans Foundation’s mission to “Feed the Hungry” began in 1994 as a  

volunteer effort. Born from the Christian spirit of giving comfort to those in need, 

volunteers prepared and delivered meals to residents in southern Stanislaus County. 

Just three years earlier, volunteers at Sacred Heart Church, in Turlock, had begun a  

similar food program, Daily Bread Ministry. These programs supplemented and complimented each other, reaching needy 

persons in Turlock and surrounding communities. Realizing the common effort and goal, the two groups merged. 

 

In just a few short years USF was ready to grow, renting two buildings in Turlock. Immediately, volunteers began renovations 

and consolidated the two programs in one central facility. By 1997, centrally located property was purchased to develop a 

kitchen and warehouse in downtown Hughson. By 2002, the Turlock facility had grown to include a 2nd warehouse, central 

kitchen, and administrative offices. 

2017:  USF Partners with MJC West to distribute Emergency Food Boxes to Students 

2018:  Mobile Lunch Program started on the Westside, delivering sack lunches twice a week in Patterson and Grayson 

2018:  USF contracts to serve the Senior Congregate Meals Program in Hughson and Turlock 

2018:  USF partners with MJC East and Cal State University, Stanislaus to provide Emergency Food Boxes to their 

students 

2019: USF partners with Legacy Health Endowment to offer financial subsidies for persons struggling to pay for 

medications 

2019: USF Turlock site hosts monthly medical clinics offered by Castle Family Health and University of California, 

San Francisco 

2019:  Daily Bread Mobile Lunch Program:  5 mobile lunch trucks (54 stops in 11 communities in Stanislaus County) 

2020:  USF Turlock partners with LHE and City of Turlock to offer eye exams and glasses for seniors 

2020: USF deliver’s COVID-19 Foodboxes to Seniors Sheltering in Place in Turlock, Denair and Keyes 

Throughout United Samaritans Foundation’s history, one thing has never changed; the commitment of its Board of Directors, 

administrative and kitchen/warehouse staff, and its volunteers to provide food to those in need in Stanislaus County and to 

assist them in a transition to a better quality of life. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Listen to the stories (parables) Jesus told  

           each Sunday morning during  

Kid's Worship. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Big Wednesday Kid's Club starts January 18th. 

Come talk to God as we learn what prayer is  

all about. 
 

 

 

 
 

Listen to the stories (parables) Jesus told  

           each Sunday morning during  

Kid's Worship. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Big Wednesday Kid's Club starts January 18th. 

Come talk to God as we learn what prayer is  

all about. 
 

All Children pre-school thru sixth grade are invited to join our Sunday 
School program every Sunday morning at 10am. The preschoolers will enjoy 
their curriculum while in nursery during worship time. The first thru 
sixth graders will gather in room 8 for Sunday School at 10am to begin 
their studies, along with games & crafts each week. For more information 
on our Sunday School program, please contact Candace Peterson. All 
children are welcome to bring a friend. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

 

Every Sunday morning during worship hour as we 

look at God's great love for us in the parables of 

the Lost Sheep and Coin, Good Shepherd, Prodigal 

Son, and the Unmerciful Servant.  

Big Wednesday we are taking a closer look at what 

Jesus meant when He taught us how to pray. We 

are busy working on a musical of The Lord's 

Prayer. Auditions are February 15. Come join the 

fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Ministry 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

BRING FOOD TO SHARE                         
Contact Stephanie Anderson for more details. 

 
 

As we begin the new year, we want to say THANK YOU to 
the men and women that have chosen to take time out of 
their busy lives to tutor a child. 
 

The children cherish the one-on-one time that they have 
and we at The Learning Zone are so grateful. To help make 
a bigger impact, we do need several substitute tutors and 
healthy individual snacks to provide our students during 
teaching time. For year 2023, our prayer is the supply of 
volunteers & snacks to meet our growing needs. Thank you 
again for ALL your help. 



 

P.W. & Music Ministries 
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♫♪ Notes from the Music Room ♫♪ 
The LORD put a new song in my mouth, 

A hymn of praise to our God. 
Many will see and worship the Lord 

And put their trust in Him. 
Dear FPC family and friends,  

A new year has dawned, and with-it new hopes and dreams for the days and weeks to come.  And how will we be called 

upon to work toward God's vision for our future together? 

From the perspective of the music department of our church I am always searching for new anthems for the choir and 

new bell music for our ringers which will enhance our worship and praise of God. On occasion I have stumbled across 

a new hymn which I hope will speak to a particular topic that we are considering. In choosing the hymns we will sing in 

worship there are several factors which are used in the selection process. 

First, the hymn is scanned for the theology expressed in all the verses of the hymn. Some hymns may say things about 

God or people that are not what we believe. Secondly, is the tune sing-able? If this is a familiar tune with new lyrics it 

may be added to our list of familiar hymns without much concern. If this is a new tune it may be best for us to learn it 

by having the choir sing it first so that we can learn the new tune gradually. Finally, is this a hymn which will 

present God's good news of love, acceptance, and forgiveness for all people in a new and meaningful way? Perhaps a 

new hymn will reach the heart of someone who desperately needs to hear God's good news in a new and fresh way. 

One last comment about the hymns we sing in worship. We all have our favorites. And we may even not be terribly 

fond of a few of our hymns. May we exercise Grace to others in our church family who might hear God's voice in a 

way that does not speak to us personally. 

May all that we do and say and sing in Worship be done to the glory of God. And may we also be open to hearing God 

speak to us in ways that are old and familiar and comfortable as well as new and challenging and exciting. 

May God's blessings fill your life with God's love in this new year. 

Rev. Wendy Warner 
Director of Music 

 

 

PW Women’s Bible Study meets on the third Wednesday morning of the month. Our next gathering will take 

place on Wednesday, February 15, 2023, at 10:30 am in Voight Hall. There will be a Zoom link available for 

those that need that option. This month’s lesson is titled, “Sabbath and Servitude.” The scripture passages 

are Genesis 2:15 and 3:17-19; Exodus 31:12-18, 35:1-29, and 36: 1-7. We will understand how work without 

Sabbath is servitude. 

Our study comes from the 2022-23 PW/Horizons Bible Study: Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of 

Rest and Delight authored by Carol M. Bechtel. In the nine lessons of this Bible study – with passages from 

Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Isiah, Matthew, Luke, and Acts – we’ll consider Sabbath: as a celebration, 

not a day of dreary formality; as God’s intent for all of creation that includes busy women too; as one day of 

the week, perhaps a Sunday; as a time to surrender unhealthy striving and frantic busyness, and instead 

trust that God will provide; as a reminder that life is precious and working too much is against God’s plans 

for our precious lives; as a day devoted to community and justice and not exclusively to self-care. Ultimately, 

Sabbath reminds us to honor God who honors us by giving us a day each week to reset our pace, our 

priorities, and our lives.  

For any questions or more information, please contact Candace Peterson. 

All women of the church are welcome to attend. We encourage you to bring a friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY  



 

DEACONS TEAM MINISTRY 
 

 

We began January 2023 with having our Deacon meeting on Sunday, January 8th after our single 10:30 worship service.  

This was a definite change since our Deacon meetings were usually held in the evening of the second Monday of the 

month.  With it so rainy, cold, and dark in the evenings, we thought we would try something different.  We are going to do 

it again in February and have a meeting after the 11:00 service.  We are in the process of making some positive changes to 

our Deacon ministry, and we are looking forward to a superb 2023!  
 

We hosted two memorial luncheons in January.  The first one was on Saturday, January 14th for Don Ulrich, an avid San 

Francisco Giants and 49’er fan, where we served tri-tip sliders as well as a plethora of salads and desserts.  A huge thank 

you to John Sims, Martin Purdy, and Mark Aldax, our Deacon husbands, who were the ‘slider makers.’  Huge thank you’s 

to Robert England, our “awesome, organized” dish washer and also to Dale Neely, our ‘go to’ guy for everything.  It was 

a day of a beautiful service, superb food, and family.  
 

Our second memorial luncheon was on Saturday, January 28th for Jerry Wolf, an avid backpacker.  Food for this luncheon 

was based on Jerry’s love of the outdoors.  Croissant sandwiches, many salads, and a “chocolate chip dessert heaven” was 

prepared.  It was another day of a beautiful service, superb food, and family.   

Directory update:  We are hoping to have a new directory printed in February.  We still have many people who still need 

to complete an updated directory form.  An electronic mail will be sent out to those we haven’t heard from and ask for 

their updated information and permission to add them to the directory.  Thank you for all of your assistance.    
 

In Christ, 
 

Darlene Runsten, Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  

Deacon, Session & Finance Ministries 
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 
 

Income & Expense for the Year 2022 

January through December 31, 2022 
 

Contributions:      $307,196 

Other Income:      $57,524 

Total Income:      $364,720 

Expenses:    $390,954 

Excess Expense: ($26,234) 
 

Happy New Year!  As you can see, our church finished 

2022 with excess expense. Our staff did a nice job of 

managing expenses, but our income did not rise to the level 

our Session prayerfully hoped. In 2023 the Session will be 

undertaking a revised approach to monitor income and 

expense.  If expense exceeds income through the first 

two months of the year, steps will be taken to reduce 

expenses to balance our financial operations. The Session 

will be exploring opportunities to increase income and 

we're prayerfully hoping that our congregation can help as 

well. The Session has faith in the members of our 

wonderful church and are confident that we will continue 

to support the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian 

Church, Turlock.   
 

~ FPC Finance Committee 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Session last met on January 16, 2023. 
 

Of interest: 

• Session continued its discussion of the 2023 

budget.  

• Approved purchase of two security cameras 

to be placed on the back side of the Marsh 

Christian Education Building. 

• Approved a recommendation to the 

congregation of the Pastoral Terms of Call for 

2023. 
 

On behalf of Session, thank you for your continuing 

support of the mission and ministries of First 

Presbyterian Church. 
 

In His service,  
 

Pat Wallace 

Clerk of Session  
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

  Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Kim Sasman 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Child Care: Rebecca Staley 

 Janitor: Michael Morris 

 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

Patricia Wallace 

 

 

Elders 

Class of 2023 

Michael Betts 

Donna Harrison 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

 

Elders 

Class of 2024 

Mark Aldax 

Kathleen Gunn 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

 
Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Diane Arakelian 

Lynette Betts 

Valerie Keesey 

Elaine Neely 

Pat Rubalcava 

Darlene Runsten 

Lisa Wellman 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2023 

Alison Aldax 

Niki Higdon 

Marlena Mizicko 

Jana Purdy 

Kendra Reyes 

Cyndi Sims 

Jeannie Staley 

 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2024 
 

Bill Bishop 

Donna Lansing 

Nancy Seaver 

Meghan Young 

Brent Harrison 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

WELCOME  

 

TO 
 

February 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

