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Greetings Church Family, 

So far, I have preached up to chapter eight in Mark’s 

gospel, and I hope the things we are learning about the character 

and nature of Christ have been meaningful. This particular 

article I wrote while preaching through John’s gospel some 

years ago, and it has a particular resonance, so I thought I would 

share it again.  I once asked someone “Can you in a sentence tell 

me what is the one big thing we must believe?” Now if you will 

pause, and try to answer that question before you read on, this 

will all make sense to you. (I am waiting……) O.K. Now I do 

not know what your answer was, but I bet it was similar to the 

one I received.  They said, “well, we need to believe that there 

is a God?”  “No” I answered, “It is more scandalous than that!” 

The point I said, was that the very thing we are asked to believe, 

at the core of our faith is indeed one of the most scandalous ideas 

ever put forth. It has a distinct ring of absurdity. It is way more 

complex than, simply believing that there is a God, most people 

believe that. Well, my friend was curious now, so I explained it 

like this: the thing we are asked to believe at the very core of our 

faith is not that there is a God, but that the creator of all that is, 

actually became a man. The bizarre truth that the disciples sat 

down, broke bread, and simply talked with the very one who 

called the cosmos into existence, strains my imagination. This 

may sound like Sunday school to you, but if you will allow the 

truth to percolate in your head and soul, you will understand the 

struggle and the scandal of the Gospels. Once you wholly 

embrace that God became flesh and dwelt among us, you are 

immediately faced with a life decision, some might even say you 

are faced with a crisis…. because if Jesus is God, then I cannot 

and I should not take what He said lightly.  His own words, 

recorded in the Gospels are extraordinarily binding upon us. 

Christ’s words, the ‘red letters’ in some Bibles, and Christ’s 

teachings are the lens through which we must view everything. 

 

The past the present and the future. We do not understand Jesus 

through the Old Testament and its history, rather we understand 

the Old Testament through Jesus because His words are 

paramount and preeminent to all other words, He is after all God. 

Both apostles Paul and Peter use this awkward phrase, “He will 

punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus.”  I thought, what do you mean, by “obey the 

Gospel?” We typically speak of ‘believing or sharing’ the Gospel 

but rarely do we consider ‘obeying’ the Gospel. How can I obey 

the good news?  Finally, seminary pays off.  You see there is a 

word in the Greek text that has a very interesting characteristic.  

It is the word ‘apeitheo’ and it means without persuasion. If you 

look at the word and sound it out, it looks and sounds like our 

word ‘apathy.’  That my friend is no coincidence!  You see, in 

the world, we live in, words and ideas do not mean much. 

Politicians, news anchors, and sometimes preachers do not mean 

what they say or say what they mean.  The net result is that we 

can hear incredible things, shrug our shoulders, and walk away, 

somewhat apathetically, and without persuasion. However, there 

is never a time in the scripture where we hear the magnificent 

truths of God proclaimed and are given the option of simply 

saying, “That was interesting.”  
 

We are never called to a mere intellectual agreement with the 

Gospel, or to consider that Jesus was anyone less than the Creator 

of all that is. My prayer for us all is that we would be radically 

confronted by the ‘incarnation’ of God, that we are all ‘peitheo’ 

- persuaded that Jesus is the Christ, the very Son of God, the 

Creator of all that is. John says of his gospel, “… these have been 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” That, 

my friends, is the one big thing we must all believe! 

Grace and Peace to You All, 

Pastor Craig 

 



 

 

 

HAVE YOU NOTICED OUR WALL OF CROSSES IN 
THE SANCTUARY? IF YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR 
CROSS DISPALYED PERMANENTLY, BRING IN A 
CROSS OF ANY SIZE OR COLOR TO BE 
DISPLAYED. PLEASE SEE DONNA HARRISON.  
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Butterfly kisses 
and baby wishes 

Join us for a 

Baby Shower 
Honoring 

Meghan Young 

Thursday, March 23rd, 2023 

6:30 pm 

First Presbyterian Church 

Voight Hall 

RSVP Church Office 
Registered at Target & Amazon 

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
TH

 

11:00 AM 

 

ELECTING & INSTALLING  

NEW DEACONS 
 

UPDATE OF THE NEW BUDGET 
 

YOUR ATENDANCE IS APPRECIATED 

& NECESSARY FOR QUORUM. 

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
TURLOCK PRESENTS A SPECIAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 14, 2023  ●  7PM 
Please RSVP to St. Francis to ensure 

your space. 

The power of one. When we work together to end 
human trafficking, each individual effort multiplies 
into ONE incredible impact!  
Join us at Intercept Summit to raise awareness and 
engagement in the fight to end human trafficking in 
California and all around the world.  
 

New Life Christian Center (Turlock Campus) ⠀ 

Saturday, March 11, 2023 ⠀ 

8:30a - 2:30p ⠀ 
 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military 

 

 

 
 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 

Mar   1  Elizabeth Arakelian Mar 11  Robert & Susan England 

Mar   1  Meghan Young      Mar 20  Rev. Nancy & J.F. Clegg 

Mar   3  Pat Rubalcava    

Mar 3 Margaret Steel 

Mar 9 Sarah Kane 

Mar 14 Lynette Betts 

Mar 20  Julie Neely 

Mar 23 Barbara Bort 

Mar 24  Aislyn Castillo 

Mar 26 Dan Hardesty 

Mar 27  Rick Gaffney 

Mar 27  Pastor Craig Wright 

Mar 29  Barbara Hardesty 

Mar 29  Kendra Reyes 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

If we have missed your 

birthday or anniversary,  

please contact the  

church office. 

 
Please praise God continuously for who He is and 

what He has done in your life… 

Blessed is His Holy Name. 
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Alvarado, Emilio (H) 

Blixt, Elizabeth (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Brunton, Bob (H) 

Callahan, Julie(S,H) 

Hartzell, Daniel (H) 

Hartzell, Sylvia (H) 

Jameson Family (G) 

Josh, Sheila (H) 

Kidwell, Elizabeth (H) 

Lowe, Marge (H) 

Marsh, Lois (H) 

McBride, Neil (H) 

Mizicko, Marlena (H) 

Narita, Leona (H) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Taylor, Paul (H) 

Ulrich, SaraLee (H) 

Vesperman, Dick (H) 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church is a praying family. 

Please let the church office know of your prayer needs 

and we will gladly add your name to our prayer chain. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html
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 PC(USA) offers assistance for the people of earthquake-ravaged Syria and Turkey 

LOUISVILLE — Amid news of a devastating earthquake in Syria and Turkey, the Presbyterian Mission Agency has reached out 
to offer assistance to partners in the area, where thousands have died, and is asking Presbyterians to pray for those impacted 
by the quake and its aftershocks. A 7.8 magnitude earthquake near the Turkey-Syria border struck in the early hours of 
February 6, 2023. This earthquake is estimated to affect more than 23 million people. Solidarity grants to meet immediate 
needs are being processed and ACT partner GOPA-DERD is distributing winterization items (blankets, mattresses), food items 
and medicines. 

Through a coordinated response by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and World 
Mission, PMA has contacted multiple long-term partners of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) including the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon; the Middle East 
Council of Churches; the Forum for Development, Culture and Dialogue; and the 
Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical Churches. 

 

“I have reached out to the four different entities to invite them to request a solidarity 
grant, which is our process,” said the Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, Director of Humanitarian 
and Global Ecumenical Engagement for PMA’s Compassion, Peace & Justice ministries. 
“PC(USA) is deeply grateful that we have such long-term and strong relationships in the 
region, so that we can stand in solidarity as they respond to this crisis.” 

The partnerships have been established over the years through ecclesial work and to help people recover from war and other 
tragedies, such as the explosion in Beirut a few years ago. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and World Mission rely on long-
term partnerships to quickly provide aid when disaster strikes around the world. (Photo courtesy of Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance) 
 

PDA also plans to respond through ACT Alliance members on the ground to address urgent needs and provide humanitarian 
aid. ACT Alliance is a global faith-based coalition that operates in more than 120 countries. “We’re really grateful to belong to 
ACT,” which has broad reach into areas such as Turkey, Kraus said. 
 

The 7.8-magnitude earthquake jarred people from their sleep about 4 a.m., sending tremors as far away as Lebanon and Israel, 
according to CNN. The Associated Press reported Monday afternoon that more than 3,400 people have been killed, with more 
trapped in tangles of concrete and metal. The aftershocks have included a 7.5-magniture earthquake that occurred in Turkey 
about nine hours after the first quake, according to CNN. Needs among those affected are believed to include blankets, 
medication, hygiene supplies, temporary housing, and heating, said Dayna Oliver, Associate for International Program 
Administration for PDA. 
 

The Rev. Edwin González-Castillo, PDA’s Director, said, “As we continue to receive information from our partners about the 
needs and best ways for us to respond, we are inviting churches and everyone interested in helping to donate to PDA 
DR999999. Through your generosity, we are able to attend to the immediate needs (that have) been identified by our partners 
and (believe there will be) long-term projects that will develop during the recovery stages.” 
He offered this prayer on the PDA website Monday that says in part: “God of mercy, we join in prayer for our siblings in Syria 
and Turkey, and all other regions affected. In the face of the terrible images that come to us, we ask that your Spirit, O God, 
once again move in the midst of chaos and destruction.  
 

May your Spirit be with the first responders, neighbors putting their lives at risk to help those around them, and anyone assisting 
during this time of emergency. May you provide protection, energy and strength through your presence. Be with them as they 
search for loved ones, guide them during the long hours and allow them to find hope through your Spirit. 
Dear God, as the days go by, provide wisdom and discernment to the local government agencies. May they be instruments of 
your grace as they care for the people affected. That they may receive help and support from countries near and far, and that, 
as they provide assistance, may there be enough for everyone. As the stories are shared, and the recovery process begins, may 
your Spirit be with those who will be called to listen and to be agents of peace and hope.” 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is one of the Compassion, Peace and Justice ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
 

https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/
https://actalliance.org/
https://www.cnn.com/middleeast/live-news/turkey-earthquake-latest-020623/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/earthquake-shakes-turkey-b927808f6a5c54bdb669120faa40b7bc?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=TopNews&utm_campaign=position_01
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR999999/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR999999/
https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resource/prayer-earthquake-syria-turkey/?fbclid=IwAR1OsBSnSpdtj4m30xQXf9LG0uHckgaSkHcdoTxmGFWuRGCFS6B8JNHPRZs
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/about-compassion-peace-justice/


 

Prayers Answered 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear sponsors: 

I cordially greet you with hope you are in good  

health close to your loved ones and family. 

After my short greeting I want to tell you: 

The reason for writing this letter is to thank you  

for the donation of food you have given us  

during all this time and also for the support  

toward my family. 

I say goodbye wishing you many blessings. 

Attentively, 

Esteban Adrian Martinez Par and Cristofer  

Alexander Martinez Par 

 

 

Hello dear sponsor: 

I am greeting you from Chivey. I hope you are well and I thank you 

for the support you give us. 

I want to tell you that my favorite subject is Math, because I like the 

numbers.  

I say goodbye to you who are far away. I send you a huge strong hug. 

Attentively, 

Vilma Josefina Moran Suram 

 
Age: 13 years old 

Birthday:  December 24, 2009  
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The following are thank you letters from families who have been sponsored by our congregants. 
Thank you all who have seen the needs of our Guatemalan families and prayerfully met their needs. 
If you are led to help sponsor a child or a family, please contact Marcy Wright, Martin Purdy, or the 
church office. Thankyou again for your continued support in this wonderful ministry. 



 

Groundbreaking News 
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Workers dug up the camphor tree south of the narthex because  
future root growth could raise and/or crack the new sidewalk. 

FPC broadens entrance  

and ADA ramp access  

Dan shows where the sidewalk near the classrooms  
will be removed and widened for ramp access. 

Above:  Holidy Construction  
workers dig in for the early  
phase of widening and  
extending FPC’s sidewalk,  
upgrading ramp access, and  
removing one tree. 

Left:  However you arrive  
at church, FPC congregants  
will be greeted with easier  
access to the church office,  
sanctuary and classrooms. 



 

 

 

 
 

Listen to the stories (parables) Jesus told  

           each Sunday morning during  

Kid's Worship. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Big Wednesday Kid's Club starts January 18th. 

Come talk to God as we learn what prayer is  

all about. 
 

 

 

 
 

Listen to the stories (parables) Jesus told  

           each Sunday morning during  

Kid's Worship. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Big Wednesday Kid's Club starts January 18th. 

Come talk to God as we learn what prayer is  

all about. 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

 

Jesus is the master storyteller. Join us Sunday 

morning during worship hour as we finish looking 

at the parables He taught.  

 

“The Lord's Prayer” musical is underway! Make 

sure to join us for Big Wednesday as we finish 

studying the Lord's Prayer and learn songs about 

the principles Jesus taught us to pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Ministry 
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THANK YOU to the men and women that have chosen to 
take time out of their busy lives to tutor a child. 
 

The children cherish the one-on-one time that they have 
and we at The Learning Zone are so grateful. To help make 
a bigger impact, we do need several substitute tutors on 
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons along with donated 
healthy individual snacks to provide our students during 
teaching time. Thank you again for ALL your help to meet 
our growing needs. 
 

All Children pre-school thru sixth grade 
are invited to join our Sunday School 

program every Sunday morning at 10am. The 

preschoolers will enjoy their curriculum 

while in nursery during worship time. The 

first thru sixth graders will gather in 

room 8 for Sunday School at 10am to begin 

their studies, along with games & crafts 

each week. For more information on our 

Sunday School program, please contact 
Candace Peterson. 

Eggstravaganza 
 YOUR HELP IS MUCH NEEDED! 

 

For our Big Eggstravaganza on 

Saturday, April 8th 
 

• Donate Plastic Eggs 

• Bring Small Individually 

Wrapped Candies 

• Children’s Filled Easter Baskets  

• Child Friendly Gift Cards of $5-

$10 Cold Stone, Oak Barrel, 

McDonalds, Starbucks, Target, 

Walmart, etc. to give away in 

our free drawing. 

• Work a Craft/Game Station 

 

Please bring your donations to the 

church office by Palm Sunday, 

April 2nd  

 

Contact Marcy Wright to Help! 

 



 

P.W. & Music Ministries 
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♫♪ Notes from the Music Room ♫♪ 

The season of Lent on the church calendar is the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday.  

It is traditionally a time of reflection, of introspection, a time of prayer and devotion.  The focus of 
this time is to ask God how we can follow more faithfully in the footsteps of Jesus, our Lord.  How 

am I doing, Lord, as one of your disciples?  How can I do better? 

In the music of Lent the long tradition has been to refrain from music which has “alleluia” as a part 

of the text.  The “alleluias” have been put away for this season in favor of music which reflects our 

time of contemplation.  I am not too successful in putting away all the alleluias, even if just for this 

short season.   

But in all the music which we offer to God, in this season or any other, we hope that you will be 

lifted up a little closer to God’s throne of grace, to which we are all invited. 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord, my soul! 

I will praise him as long as I live;  I will sing to my God all my life. 

                                                                   (Psalm 146: 1-2) 

May your Lenten worship be filled with God’s rich blessings! 
 

Rev. Wendy Warner 
Director of Music 

 

PW Women’s Bible Study meets on the third Wednesday morning of the month. Our next gathering will take 
place on Wednesday, March 15, 2023, at 10:30 am in Voight Hall. There will be a Zoom link available for 
those that need that option. This month’s lesson is titled, “Sabbath and Hospitality.” The scripture passages are 
Exodus 20:8-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15. There is something in the very nature of Sabbath that demands it 
be shared. Accepting the gift of the Sabbath also involves a commitment to hospitality. 

Our study comes from the 2022-23 PW/Horizons Bible Study: Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of 
Rest and Delight authored by Carol M. Bechtel. In the nine lessons of this Bible study – with passages from 
Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Isiah, Matthew, Luke, and Acts – we’ll consider Sabbath: as a celebration, not 
a day of dreary formality; as God’s intent for all of creation that includes busy women too; as one day of the 
week, perhaps a Sunday; as a time to surrender unhealthy striving and frantic busyness, and instead trust that 
God will provide; as a reminder that life is precious and working too much is against God’s plans for our 
precious lives; as a day devoted to community and justice and not exclusively to self-care. Ultimately, Sabbath 
reminds us to honor God who honors us by giving us a day each week to reset our pace, our priorities, and our 
lives.  

For any questions or more information, please contact Candace Peterson. 

All women of the church are welcome to attend. We encourage you to bring a friend. 

All women of the church are welcome to attend. We encourage you to bring a friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY  



 

DEACONS TEAM MINISTRY 
 

 

Deacons met in the tutoring Room 6 on February 19th after the 

11:00 service.  It was the general consensus that we liked having 

our meetings after this service since we were already at church 

and did not have to return for an evening meeting.  This was our 

first official meeting for the new term.  Since we did not have 

any new Deacons, we got down to business.  Darlene Runsten 

will continue as moderator and Pat Rubalcava will continue as 

secretary and add presenting the treasurer’s report to her 

responsibilities.  We are looking forward to a wonderful year 

checking in and visiting with all of you. 

In Christ, 

Darlene Runsten, Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  

Deacon, Session & Finance Ministries 
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

Income & Expense for Year-to-Date 

January 2023 
 

Contributions:     $22,928 

Other Income:     $  3,260 

Total Income:      $29,188 

Expenses:            $32,249 

Excess Expense   ($6,061) 
 

Dear Church Family and Friends of First Presbyterian Church, 
 

As we mentioned at the Congregational meeting our monthly contributions have not been where we need them to be. To 

meet our monthly expenses we need between $30,000 to $35,000 each month to be able to meet our expenses and maybe 

put a little back in our reserves. We have been relying on our reserves (savings) for several months and they will not make 

it through the year. 

Many years ago we as a church we wanted to grow our youth and children's ministries. We have now accomplished that 

with our tutoring program and Wednesday night children's programs. In doing so we have positions that in the past were 

voluntary which became paid positions to accomplish our goals. The reality we face now is straight forward, if we can not 

pay the staff we will not have the programs for the children, and our goals to grow our youth and children's ministries 

change. 

So we are asking each of you to prayerfully consider if your goals for the church are still the same "to grow and maintain 

the youth and children's ministries." If so, as we your session do, we are asking you to prayerfully consider what your role 

is in keeping this ministry growing. We would like to see our church move forward in a financially healthy way for the 

next decade. We as your session are asking you to consider increasing your financial participation in our ongoing work. If 

you have never supported our work financially any amount will be greatly appreciated.  

This is certainly a hard letter to write and the reality of staff changes is even more difficult to imagine. Yet, every time we 

have presented our needs, you all have been faithful to meet them. We trust you will rise in your faithfulness at this time. 

May God bless you as you give to the work of Christ at First Presbyterian Church, 
 

Your Finance committee and Session members 

 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Session last met on February 20, 2023. 

Of interest: 

• Session welcomed elders of the Class of 2025: Dan 

Hardesty, Adria Sanders, Jerel Steckling, and Pat Wallace. 

• Session approved a special congregational meeting on 

March 26, 2023 during the 11 am worship service. The Call 

is to elect and install deacons and to provide a budget 

update. 

• There was considerable discussion on the state of the 2023 

budget. Session is sending out a letter to the congregation 

to provide clarity on the budget.  
 

On behalf of Session, thank you for your continuing support of the 

mission and ministries of First Presbyterian Church. 
 

In His service,  
 

Pat Wallace 

Clerk of Session  
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie 

Anderson 

  Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Kim Sasman 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Child Care: Rebecca Staley 

 Janitor: Michael Morris 

 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2023 

Michael Betts 

Donna Harrison 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

 

 

 

Elders 

Class of 2024 

Mark Aldax 

Kathleen Gunn 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

Elders 

Class of 2025 

Dan Hardesty 

Adria Sanders 

Jerel Steckling 

Pat Wallace 

 
 

Deacons 

Class of 2023 

Alison Aldax Cyndi Sims 

Niki Higdon Jeannie Staley 

Marlena Mizicko   

Elaine Neely 

Jana Purdy 

Kendra Reyes 

Darlene Runsten 

 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2024 

Bill Bishop 

Donna Lansing 

Pat Rubalcava 

Nancy Seaver 

Meghan Young 

Brent Harrison 

 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

