FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

EST. 1909

=10
First Press

THE NEWSLETTER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA

FEBRUARY 2026

Qs _
@ \\\

Like all of you, I have been
horrified by what has happened in
Minnesota over the last few weeks.
Two people were shot and killed by

Federal officers. My goal in this

newsletter article is not to assign

blame, for, I do not have all the information necessary to
make an adequate judgement. Instead, I want to discuss
how we got to the place where people are being shot on
the streets.

Our country is deeply divided. We have red and
blue states. We have a controversial president who half
the people are working against, and the other half are
promoting him. We have one state redrawing the
boundaries for congressional districts, so their party
gains more districts. The response has been that other
states are now doing the same thing. We have states that
are telling the federal government to keep their agencies
out of their state. Our leaders, from both parties, have
criticized and villainized their opponents. Not much civil
debate is happening today.

What can we do about that? Let me suggest that
the most faithful response we who follow Jesus can
make during such a divided time is to live and act like a
follower of Jesus. Let me just mention one issue. We
need to model to our country how people can get along
and live peaceably with each other. We need to be able
to have conversations with those who think differently
than we do, without getting angry. We need to show
respect to people
philosophical beliefs are different than ours.

who political, religious, or

“Do not
let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,

The apostle Paul wrote these words,

but only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who
4:29%.
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths”...is a
command that is hard to keep. It is just too easy to be

listen.” {Ephesians “Do not let any

critical, sarcastic, angry, demeaning, and negative.

But what makes it worse for me is that Paul
goes on to say that what we say ought to be “helpful
for building others up.” When I am in an argument or
a debate, I forget this command. My mind is trying to
plan what I will say next, and I am not even really
listening to the other person. I am not interested in
building them up, I am only interested in winning the
debate. I want them to see that I am right.

Would America not be a better place if we
concentrated more on how we could build others up
rather than tear them down? Would our country not be
healthier if we, instead of trying to win an argument,
used our words to benefit them? Would there not be
less violence today if we could be calmer with our
words and more peaceful with our comments? Would
America not be a better place if I did those things?
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Special Events

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
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We convened our annual congregational meetir g‘Tas::"SUh'éy,' Jan. 25, 2026, foll g our
worship time. All officers, elders, and deacons, nominated and presented by the 2026
- Nominating Committee for either two or three-year term, were voted in by the congregation.
% They shall be installed and/ordained on Sunday, February 8, 2026, during our worship
ervice.

DEACONS: Jana Purdy (2026), Bill Bishop (2027), Diane Arakelian (2028), Gai
Ballas (2028), Pat Rubalcava (2028); Cyndi Sims (2028),
ELDERS: Marilyn Hoobyar (2028), John Miles (2028), Martin Purdy (2028)

—» The 2025 budget was reviewed. The 2026 budget is still awaiting session’s approval;;
- before being presented to the congregation.
» The four members at large for the 2026 Nominating Committee are: Priscilla Peters,

Robert England, John Sims, and Pat Weisel.

Many thanks goes to Pat Weisel, Dave Posluch, Dan

Hardesty, and Carl & Abdul (church friends) who
PAINT NIGHT continuously volunteer their time to ensure our

An Elegant Evening of Creativity & Fellowship ‘ property is safe and is a welcommg environment,

Here are Pat, Carl
and Abdul getting
ready to trim some
of the trees in the
picnic area with the
help from Dave and
Dan, carrying the
ladders and tools.

Hosted by
First Presbyterian Church Turlock

cSc‘/’ledule
Fellowship: 5:30 — 6:00 PM
Paint Session Begins: 6:00 PM
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Location
First Presbyterian Church Turlock
2619 N. Berkley Ave
Turlock, CA 95382

Event Details

Join us for a relaxed and inspiring paint night

featuring guided instruction in a welcoming setting.
No experience necessary. [r{_'( o /. Here are Carl and
All materials provided (4 !? Abdul Cleaning up
Light refreshments included S = some of the tree

S22 peoipeason limbs they cut off to

clear the path for
our picnic events in

Tickets & Registration

Call the church office: 209-202-3977
Call or text Anokeen: 209-648-8006 R
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Music & Tutoring Ministries

ij Notes from the Music Room ﬂ.l‘

““Rejoice, give thanks! Sing with jubilant praise! Bring joy into the house of the
Lord! Bring love; bring hope for all of your days! Come make a joyful noise. Lift
up a joyful voice! Sing to the Lord a new song!”’

These are the lyrics from one of the choir’s new Spring anthems; and they
speak to the ministry of our FPC music department.

We all enjoy making music together, with our goal to bless you: our church family. And when you
in turn join us with your singing of the morning hymns, we all receive the blessing of worshipping
together. So now, after our post-holiday break, choir and handbell ensembles have resumed our
weekly rehearsals, learning new selections to share with you. Our Spring worship will be
wonderful together! We’ll see you in church on Sunday mornings! And if you’ve ever thought that
you’d like to sing in the choir too — come talk to me. We can always add more singers.

Smga@ut% 2
- A NEW SONG 3 /& 'g ®
Serving in song, e ?; “;_"'gi'fi’ -

Marilyn Fullmer : 9%

The Learning Zone Tutoring Program

Great things are happening this month at The Learning Zone. We
have four students and three new tutors. We are writing narratives
about our lives and studying fractions. We will be taking February
10™ and 11" of f for winter break.

Marilyn Fullmer has agreed to do music with our students. We are
very excited about that. As always, we still need tutors and snacks
Snacks can be dropped off at the church office during ~
business hours.

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for our
Tutoring program.

In Christ,

Terri Rodger



Prayers & Praises

b Grapevine

(

: Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code:
1 P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military
1

Veronika Beck (H)
Bishop, Emily (H)

Blixt, Elizabeth (H)
Callahan, Julie(H)

Hickman, Pat (H)

. Birth Anni :
Kidwell, Wayne (H) Birthdays nniversaries
Lanchester, Irene (H) Feb 3 Tristan Sanders Feb 15 Michael & Polet Yonan
Lowe, Marge (H) Feb8 Donovan Wallace

Feb9 Marilyn Hoobyar

Mirza, Julius (Jay) (H) Feb 11 Michael Sims

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) Feb 13 Emily Yonan
Taylor, Paul (H) Feb 14 Mark Aldax
Vesperman, Richard (H) Feb 17 Melba Jones
Warfield, Sonia (H) Feb 19 Deryn Betts
—_— Feb 19 Chris Wiegman
Please praise God continuously for who He is Feb 21 Alison Aldax

Feb 21 Robby Avilla

and what He has done in your life...
Feb 22 Dave Posluch

Blessed is His Holy Name. Feb 22 Dick Vesperman owe have missed vour
Feb 23 Pat Weisel ! )
Feb 24 Rebecca Staley birthday or anniversary,
Feb 25 Adria Sanders please contact the
Feb 28 Natalie Staley church office.

FEBRUARY 2026

Communion Team — February

Diane Arakelian, Bill Bishop {Deacons}
Candace Peterson, Dan Hardesty {Elders}

dreeters

SUNDAY GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY

Worship Assistants me February 1 Kathleen Gunn & Marilyn Hoobyar
February 1% Candace Peterson

February 8" Michael Betts
February 15"  Donna Harrison
February 22 Dean Sasman February 22" John & Cyndi Sims

February 8" Lynn Posluch & Nancy Seaver
February 15"  Manuel & Margaret Vasquez



Session & Finance Ministries

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Session last met on January 19, 2026.

Of interest:

e Session approved to purchase and install a panic bar on the
outside entry door closest to the church office for safety
reasons.

e It was reported that it is believed that 2025 is the first year,
ever, that FPC has no Sunday School for elementary students
(K-5 grade).

At the Congregational Meeting on January 25", | gave the following
report on Shared Ministries. | am sharing it again, here, for those not in
attendance or to help process what was reported.

Shared Ministries: Possibilities and Potential

| want to share with you a shared church ministry model that we have
been studying for the past few months. The basic concept is: Could
three churches pool their financial resources, share a full-time pastor,
and yet keep their own unique individuality, corporation, and by-laws.
Pastor Rick, John Sims, Mark Aldax and | have been engaging in
conversations with folks from Harvest Presbyterian Church of Ceres and
Geneva Presbyterian Church of Modesto. Currently, both FPC and
Geneva have interim pastors, and the pastor at Harvest is set to retire
at the end of this year. On their own, none of these three churches are
able to hire a full-time pastor. This model also includes the hiring of a
Family Ministries Director to do outreach and, hopefully, bring in
younger families to all three churches. Basically, the full-time pastor
would preach at two churches each Sunday. On the other two Sundays,
the sermon could be electronically piped in; or lay members, guest
pastors, or Commissioned Ruling Elders could preach. There are many
unanswered questions, and | want to emphasize that we have not
committed to this model. We wanted to let you know we are exploring
options outside of the box. We do not know enough to tell you much
more. We continue to be open to other options and possibilities. At the
same time, the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) continues to seek
a pastor unique to First Presbyterian Church. For your information, our
church has only been matched five times with pastor candidates in the
last ten months and none of those invited to submit a more detailed
application have done you. You are welcome to share your thoughts
and ideas with any member of Session, the PNC, or Pastor Rick.

On behalf of Session, we appreciate your continuing support of the
ministries and activities of First Presbyterian Church. Please keep your
Pastor Nominating Committee and your Session in your prayers as we
discern on your behalf.

In His Service,

Pat Wallace

FINANCE UPDATES

Church Family,

HAPPY NEW YEARS!!!!

Thank you all for a great year we are in the black at
the end of the year which is a great blessing.

Unfortunately, this year we will not have the
United Evangelical Assyrian Church rent to help us
with our expenses. Therefore, with the help of
session and the administration staff, we will be
tightening up our belts as much as we can to help
offset some of the excess expenditures. We
promise you that we will prove to be God’s
stewards of your finances and with God’s
provision, we will meet every demand and help all
our ministries thrive this year. Thank you again for
all your contributions last year and we look

forward to working with you this year.

“And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.” -- Romans 8:28

In His Mercy & Grace,
FPC Administration Committee

... STEWARDSHIP

Managing God’s Gifis To Us

Income/Expense Report for December 2025

December Contributions $38,935.00

December Other Income S 2,569.00

December Expenses $(25,282.76)
Difference $16,221.24

YTD Contributions $276,503.49

YTD Other Income S 35,282.00
YTD Expenses $(286,587.15)
Difference S 25,198.34




First Presbyterian Church
2619 N. Berkeley Avenue
Turlock, CA 95382 SN

Phone # (209) 202-3977
E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net
Website: www.fpturlock.com

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchur
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Church Staff

Interim Pastor: Rev. Rick Lemberg
Music Director: Marilyn Fullmer
Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan
Bookkeeper: Kim Sasman

Youth Director: Alexis Green

Assist. Youth Director: Shasta Gunn
Tutoring Director: Terri Rodger
Organist: Barbara Bort

Janitor: Michael Morris

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS

Elders
Class of 2026

Michael Betts
Susie England
Donna Harrison
David Posluch

Deacons
Class of 2026

Lynn Posluch
Jana Purdy
Kim Sasman
Lorna Schmidt
Nancy Seaver

Elders
Class of 2027

Kathleen Gunn
Candace Peterson
Dean Sasman

Deacons
Class of 2027

Bill Bishop
Jo Coffman
Heather Gordon
Donna Lansing
Darlene Runsten
Heidi Shearer

Elders
Class of 2028

Marilyn Hoobyar
John Miles
Martin Purdy

Deacons
Class of 2028

Diane Arakelian
Gail Ballas
Pat Rubalcava
Cyndi Sims



mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

