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Dear Friends, 

Not many things feel normal anymore. This pandemic has 

oppressed our souls for too long. Like the thick valley fog, 

too much reflection on Covid can leave you craving some 

sunlight in your life. However, there are significant things 

we can be thankful for at this time. Our appreciation for the 

church has risen and the need to stay connected has never 

been more compelling. Your participation and faithfulness 

to the mission and the ministry of Christ at FPC has been 

inspirational to me for the last two years helping to break the 

fog with much needed sunlight. Thank you for your 

faithfulness.    

Now there is a particular “conversation starter” I would like 

to have with you all at this time. While our total giving as a 

church has never been higher (serious hallelujahs!) our 

general fund giving is lacking substantially. So far in 2021, 

your total off-budget giving- including mission, building 

projects, and other designated funds have reached close to 

$200,000. That is truly wonderful and reveals the depths of 

your generosity! However, that generosity has been in many 

times “designated” for particular needs, like the ADA 

bathroom, the ADA ramps, mission giving, memorial 

giving, emergency repairs, and other such things. What 

happens in the local church, all local churches for that 

matter, when people designate too much of their giving, is 

that the leadership of the church cannot use that money for 

general expenses like administration, salaries, power and the 

expenses of running the church. The elders must scramble 

for solutions and carry the weight of those administrative 

expenses on their shoulders. I will tell you up front, the 

persistent fear of having to let staff go, or making deep cuts  

 

to our vital programs, is a heavy weight for me and the very 

thought of it breaks my heart. That can become a heavy 

burden to bear, especially when your giving to other 

projects has been so generous.  

This letter is a sincere invitation for you to give specifically 

to our general fund to help us cover the expenses of 

maintaining the work of the church. That work is more vital 

now than ever. We are very busy in ministry.  Our staff are 

talented and engaged with their whole hearts helping us to 

do the work of Christ and touch the lives of many. Our 

operating expenses are constant and are always bearing on 

our hearts and minds.  

Would you prayerfully consider an “undesignated” end of 

year gift to our general fund as we seek to close the general 

fund “income to expense” deficit? Again, it is a real moment 

of praise to consider the total giving this year, but the burden 

of paying the bills, maintaining administration and staff are 

heavy indeed when the general fund experiences scarcity.  

The Apostle Paul instructs us in Galatians to “bear one 

another’s burdens and thus fulfill the law of Christ” Would 

you consider helping bear our general fund burden at this 

time?  

With your unmatched generosity in 2021, we are looking 

forward to touching many more people with the love of 

Christ in 2022! 

May God richly bless you as you give. 

Pastor Craig 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

 
Our business will include the election of officers, evaluation and review of 
our finances and celebrating the achievements of all our ministries in 2021! 

We will also take a vote on the Terms of Pastoral call as well as look forward 
to the 2022 budget and electing a nominating committee for 2022. 

 

CHRISTMAS DE-GREENING 
 

Let’s have fun together in taking down our 

Christmas Decorations in the sanctuary and the 

Narthex! Please join us on Sunday, January 

9th at 12:00 pm immediately following the 

second worship service. 

Lunch will be provided to all the participants by 

the Fellowship Committee. 

 

Adult Ministries is finalizing plans for our Aging with Grace 

series which we hope to launch soon. It’s not the morbid 

topic you might expect! In fact, we expect to have some fun.  

While some of us find ourselves a little closer to the finish 

line than others, this will be an all-church program with 

relevance for adults young and older. Whether you’ve 

already confronted some of these issues with your own 

parents or just want a checklist against which to measure 

the preparations you have in place, there should be 

something for everyone. Here’s the lineup: 

 

 

Session 1 Preliminaries and sharing of Dying 

Wishes booklet 

Session 2 Legal matters 

Session 3 Financial affairs 

Session 4 Medical/hospice/physiological 

considerations 

The reason we aren’t announcing dates now is—you guessed 

it—the pandemic!  We’re thinking these sessions will be best 

in person, so we’re waiting until the public health outlook is 

rosier and people can feel comfortable participating. We 

plan to record sessions to facilitate participation by 

everyone, but the fun part will be being together, so stay 

tuned for announcements of specific dates.   

 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Birthdays   Anniversaries 

Jan 1 Betty Brugger  Jan 16 John & Cyndi Sims  

Jan 6 Bob Brunton 

Jan 7 Heather Gordon 

Jan. 8 Joan Heidt 

Jan 9 Umar Ghuman 

Jan. 9 Delores Haug 

Jan. 10 Darcel Sanders 

Jan 11 Noelle Hazelton 

Jan 14 Caleb Staley 

Jan 18 Lorna Schmidt    

Jan 20 Sheila Josh 

Jan 21 Pat Wallace 

Jan 24 Cyndi Sims  

Jan 31 Martin Purdy 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

If we have missed your 

birthday or anniversary,  

please contact the  

church office. 

 

Please praise God continuously for who He is and 

what He has done in your life… 

as well as for your Church Family 

and Leadership Servants, Civic and National 

Leaders, Rescue, Recovery, and Relief workers. 
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Avilla, Robby (S,H) 

Blixt, Elizabeth (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Brunton, Bob (H) 

Higdon, Niki (H) 

Josh, Sheila (H) 

McClellan, Barbara (H) 

Peterson, Mark (H) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Sargis, Mabel (H) 

Smith, Betty (H) 

Taylor, Paul (H) 

Vesperman, Dick (H) 

Wiegman, Joyce (H) 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church is a praying family. 

Please let the church office know of your prayer 

needs and we will gladly add your name to our 

prayer chain. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html
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The Mission Committee wishes to give a big thank you to everyone who donated to this years’ 

Mission Faire which was a huge success.  The Mission Faire raised $7,025 for the following 

organizations:  Heifer International $485, Short –Term Missions $1310, Guatemala 

Missionaries-Ben & Emily Mooney $1340, Turlock Gospel Mission $1265, Youth scholarship 

$1,350 and Gifts for 14 children plus $1,275 additional money and gifts for other children’s 

Christmas gifts at Sierra Vista Child and Family Services and Creative Alternative children’s 

group homes.  In addition, the youth provide blankets to the 14 children. FPC is blessed by 

the generosity to help those less fortunate both near and far during this special time of year. 

Thank you all for your continued support. ~ FPC Mission Committee 

 

 

JOIN THE TEAM NOW! 

 

And share the love of God with “the least of these.”  

It is time to start looking at plane tickets to 

Guatemala! If you are planning on joining the 2022 

Guatemala Mission Team,  

July 4-11, 2022,  

NOW is the time to contact 

Marcy Wright. 

 

JULY 4 – 11 

2022 



 

See how Jesus began His work telling people 

about God. What was His response to 

temptation? Was He a loner? What was His 

first miracle? Find the answers to these 

questions on Sunday morning during worship 

hour. Children meet directly in Voight Hall. 

Masks are required. 
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Hiding God’s Word in our hearts helps us 

make good choices.  

Eight months to go before the  

Limousine ride. 

Keep up the GREAT work! 

TUTORING MINISTRY 

RESUMES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022 

Please contact Stephanie if interested in joining 

our tutoring outreach program. 

Thelearningzonefpc@gmail.com 

mailto:Thelearningzonefpc@gmail.com


 

P.W. & Music Ministries 
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♫♪ Notes from the Music Room ♫♪ 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of the deep, 
and the spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

And God said, “Let there be light!” 
And there was! 

And God saw that the light was good. 
                        Genesis 1:1-3a 
 

The New Year is HERE! And the question is, “How to begin?” The answer for me came through the beginning of Genesis 

(above). God began with a blank slate, and here we are with a blank slate as well. Many of you may be well ahead of me, which 

would not be difficult since in many aspects I do not have a plan for this next year. 
 

Looking again at Genesis we see the Spirit of God hovering over the waters. And so, like God, we are not alone. The Spirit is 

with us, guiding us, inspiring us, helping us to find the way forward. And we ask, “which way Lord? How shall I begin?” 
 

If we continue to look at Genesis, God chose one thing. He chose Light! Not a long list of things to do, but one thing – first. 

My response is to want to choose a long list of things to be done and then get mired in the list and defeated by my inability to 

do everything. God chose one thing. He chose light! 
 

In the music department we will begin by choosing one thing at a time. The choir has an anthem to perfect each week. One 

thing. The bell Choir has one piece to perfect each month. One thing. Then we will expand and grow. There are other 

possibilities for music in our worship, MANY other possibilities, but we will begin, as God did, with one thing! 
 

May all music you hear in worship in the coming months fill your hearts with God’s voice of love and peace and joy as together 

we journey through this new year of 2022 together! 

 

Rev. Wendy Warner 

Director of Music 
 

 

 

PW Women’s Bible Study meets on the third Wednesday morning of the month. Our next gathering 

will take place on Wednesday, January 19, 2022, at 10:30 am in Voight Hall. There will be a Zoom link 

available for those that need that option. This will be the first of two lessons on Ruth. Ruth’s story 

requires two lessons to do her justice. In this lesson, the first half of her story, we hear of loss and 

famine. Ruth, who is from a despised foreign group, and Naomi, her mother-in-law, show how ordinary 

people can bring about divine outcomes when they deal with each other with loyal love. Ruth 1-2. 

Our study comes from the 2021-22 PW/Horizons Bible Study: What My Grandmothers Taught Me: 

Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus authored by Merryl Blair. This Bible study 

provides a unique glimpse into the lives of the women intimately connected with Jesus and his life and 

ministry. We will study Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. For any questions or more 

information, please contact Candace Peterson. 

All women of the church are welcome to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY  



 

DEACONS TEAM MINISTRY 
 

In the month of December, we've reached out to members of our 

congregation with Christmas cards. You may have noticed that 

this year's card features a free hand drawing designed by Dani, 

an 1 1 -year old from our very own church family. We are thankful 

for her talent and her willingness to share it with all of us. 

Your generous financial support in 2021 has allowed us to bless 

individuals and families in so many ways. Thank you for helping us 

to serve others in tangible ways. 

Deacons are looking forward to this upcoming year and the 

prospect of working on some new and exciting projects. 

Blessings, 

Darlene Runsten and Lynn Posluch 

Deacon Co-Moderators 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  

Deacon Team & Finance Ministry 
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Session last met on December 13, 2021, in Voight Hall.  

 

Of interest: 

• Approved the Serenity Group rental contract for 2022.  

• Continued to work diligently and prayerfully on the 2022 

General Fund budget.  

 

As we move into the new year, FPC has much to look forward to. 

We will be bringing in new members and electing and ordaining 

new elders and deacons. We will continue to engage in outreach 

opportunities within our community and abroad. On behalf of 

Session, thank you for your continuing support to the life and 

mission of FPC. God is good! 

 

In His service,  

 

Pat Wallace 

Clerk of Session  

 

 

 

If you are over 70 1/2 and have an IRA account, Qualified 

Charitable Distributions to the church may be a smart way to 

put your Required Minimum Distributions to good use and save 

on taxes. Contact your financial advisor for details. 

FINANCE UPDATE 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending November 30, 2021 
 

YTD Income:             2021  2020 

Contributions         $236,167  $257,552 

Other Income        $  46,630  $  43,561 

Interest        $       271  $       343 
 

Total Income       $283,068  $302,362 
 

YTD Total Expenses       $338,759  $288,650 

   Income/Expense Difference  ($55,691)  ($21,764) 
 

 

Cash Assets: 

Unrestricted       $107,160 

Restricted       $103,794 
 

Total Assets       $210,954 
 

*Operating reserves of $87,706 is included in  

unrestricted assets 
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

 Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Interim Bookkeeper: Rev. Jim Stochl 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Nursery Attendant: Rebecca Staley 

 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2021 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

Pat Wallace 

Michael Yonan 

 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Robby Avilla 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

 

Elders 

Class of 2023 

Michael Betts 

Donna Harrison 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

 

  
Deacons 

Class of 2021 

Susan England 

Valerie Keesey 

Lynn Posluch 

Darlene Runsten 

Cyndi Sims 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Diane Arakelian 

Lynette Betts 

Sheila Josh 

Mary Peterson 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2023 

Alison Aldax 

Niki Higdon 

Marlena Mizicko 

Jana Purdy 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

