A Message From
Our PastOr’s Heart
Rev. Dr. Craig J. Wright
Greetings Friends of First Presbyterian,
2021! What a year it was. As we started last year, we did
not know how it would end. Every year church leadership tries to
tie the vision of the church for the coming year together with a
budget and move forward in faith. Last year that was hard to do.
The one thing we were all certain of was uncertainty.
We came back into our sanctuary, even spent a few
weeks back around dining tables on Wednesday evening only to
surrender to the devastating demands of the Delta variant. Last
year was the year of Delta. This year, so far, has been the year of
Omicron. Sadly, the uncertainty we felt at the beginning of last
year has come back around, but this time there are slivers of hope.
As we have all heard by now, the symptoms of Omicron are less
life-threatening than the variants before. This has caused me to
replace some gloom with optimism in the hopes of a swift end to
the global pandemic. That has been my prayer and I know it is
yours as well. Variants notwithstanding, the church in 2021 went
“full service” in worship and ministry. We began to cautiously
gather and reach out to friends, old and new as if there were no
constraints. Some from the internet, some in person, but all in
faith. Much was accomplished in 2021. With your funding help
and the expertise of the Colquhouns, our ADA bathroom project
was completed. All involved gave of their time talent and treasure
to make this project happen and it shines! We ramped our worship
services back up with choir and praise music and many of you
have faithfully worshipped in person masks and all. Our tutoring
program rebooted and the much-needed help so many students
have gone without during the pandemic was graciously offered
once again. (we currently have a waiting list of deserving
students) Our deacons pulled out the stops and did the work of
Christ with excellence in 2021 maintaining compassionate
contact with so many. Children’s ministries moved from an
online format to in-person reconnecting families and kids with
their FPC family. Something wonderful happened in 2021 with
our Jr.-Hi and High school ministry because we just registered 19
of them for church camp at Zephyr Point. (woohoo!) Our men’s
“donut” group graduated to bacon and eggs! Part in person and
part zoom we have met faithfully on Wednesday mornings to

study and laugh and enjoy the fellowship of each other’s company.
Presbyterian Woman met faithfully both in person and on
zoom and continued to share in one another’s lives and significant
studies. I saw our faithful prayer shawl team yesterday morning,
‘stitching love forward’ to those who will be in need in days and
weeks to come. We took a hard-working team to Guatemala, built
3 houses, gave out dozens of wheelchairs, food, clothing and so
much love touching the lives of so many in the process. Martin,
Jana and a few others made sure the Turlock Gospel Mission were
blessed by monthly meals. Our Wednesday kitchen Ninjas
prepared thousands of to-go meals – enjoying the fellowship of
each other’s company as well. Sometimes the kitchen crew gave
out all the food and headed home to scavenge leftovers for
themselves- they are all true servants. Our fellowship committee
worked tirelessly amid the years restrictions to bring us together
over food, beverages and even fireworks whenever they could,
they too are great servants. Actually – it is hard to think of anyone
at First Presbyterian that is not a servant.
That is the testimony of this church during the pandemic
– you all did not fade away from ministry rather you leaned into
it. And that is why we have continued to thrive as a particular
church. Our job for 2022 is to continue to serve Christ by serving
others with excellence. I can guarantee much need will rise this
year and I can guarantee we will rise to meet it.
I am filled with gratitude for this church and the many
staff and volunteers that serve, day in and day out, with such heart.
Special thanks are offered for the ministry gifts of Rev. Jim Stochl
of Harvest Presbyterian in Ceres. Jim was asked to step in and help
us with our bookkeeping and he gave much of his time and energy
to us while pastoring his flock in Ceres. His suggestions on how
we might improve here and there were gifts of wisdom. His
encouragement to me as a sometimes-stressed-out minister was a
much-needed balm. Jim looked inside virtually every aspect of our
church as both a pastor and an administrator and reminded us of
how fortunate we are as a church during this global pandemic to
be in the shape we are.

Pastor’s Pen Cont. & Announcements
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Pastor’s Pen Continued:
Soon we will begin the ADA sidewalks and ramps we have needed for so long and 2022 will, we pray, reveal the end of
this pandemic returning us to something surpassing what was normal. My friends, the people around us, in our homes, our schools,
our places of employment, and our community are worn out. Tired is not a big enough word to capture the exhaustion we have
all been through. That means the work of Christ will be done on fertile fields for some years to come. How do I know that? Well,
something in the human heart, amid uncertainty cries out to God. May we attune our ears to those cries and when we hear them
may we with open hearts and open hands bring as many as we can into a relationship with FPC and with the God who loves them
dearly. I believe 2022 will be a year of church growth and the twin clouds of loneliness and fear we have lived under will give
way to the bright lights of faith and fellowship in this church family. God is with us and if God is with us, we will succeed in our
ongoing vision “to know Christ and to make Him known!” Hallelujah, Amen!
Pastor (Gasha) Craig

2022 Congregational Meeting Results
We convened our annual congregational meeting last Sunday, Jan. 30, 2022, following our worship time. All officers, elders, and
deacons, nominated and presented by the 2021 Nominating Committee for either two or three-year term, were voted in by the
congregation. They shall be installed and/ordained on Sunday, February 13, 2022, during both worship services.
DEACONS: Valerie Keesey (2022), Elaine Neely (2022), Pat Rubalcava (2022), Darlene Runsten(2022), Lisa Wellman
(2022); Kendra Reyes (2023), Cyndi Sims (2023), Jeannie Staley (2023); Bill Bishop (2024), Amber
Gonzales (2024), Nancy Seaver (2024), and Meghan Young (2024).
ELDERS: Mark Aldax (2024), Kathleen Gunn (2024), Marilyn Hoobyar (2024), and Priscilla Peters (2024). Former
elder, Patricia Wallace will serve as alternate for 2022.
➢ The 2021 budget was reviewed and the 2022 budget was presented.
➢ Elected new corporate officers for 2022: John Sims (President), Patricia Wallace (Secretary), and Richard Brown
(Treasurer).
➢ The 2022 Nominating Committee are: Kathleen Gunn (Elder), Marilyn Hoobyar (Elder), Niki Higdon (Deacon), and the
four members at large are: Richard Brown, Aislyn Castillo, Pat Weisel, and Polet Yonan with Lynn Posluch, as alternate.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY

Jesus is both man and God. Come to Sunday morning worship to
learn the many ways He showed that to those around Him –
feeding thousands with a small boy's lunch, calming a stormy sea,
even walking on water!

FEBRUARY 13TH OF 2022
KICK-OFF @ 3:30 PM
BRING FOOD TO SHARE
Contact Stephanie Anderson for more
details.

As we begin the new year, we want to say THANK YOU to
the men and women that have chosen to take time out of
their busy lives to tutor a child.
The children cherish the one-on-one time that they have
and we at The Learning Zone are so grateful. To help make
a bigger impact, we do need several substitute tutors for
only the next three months and healthy individual snacks to
provide our students during teaching time. For year 2022,
our prayer is the supply of volunteers & snacks to meet our
growing needs. Thank you again for ALL your help.

Prayers & Praises
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Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code:
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military

Avilla, Robby (S,H)
Blixt, Elizabeth (H)
Brown, Margo (S,H)
Brugger, Betty (H)
Brunton, Bob (H)
Higdon, Niki (H)
Josh, Sheila (H)
McClellan, Barbara (H)
Peterson, Mark (H)
Reeves, Jean (H)
Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H)
Sargis, Mabel (H)
Smith, Betty (H)
Taylor, Paul (H)
Vesperman, Dick (H)
Wiegman, Joyce (H)
Please praise God continuously for who He is and
what He has done in your life…
as well as for your Church Family
and Leadership Servants, Civic and National
Leaders, Rescue, Recovery, and Relief workers.

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Feb 3
Feb 8
Feb 9
Feb 9
Feb 11
Feb 13
Feb 14
Feb 15
Feb 15
Feb 17
Feb 19
Feb 19
Feb 21
Feb 21
Feb 22
Feb 22
Feb 23
Feb 24
Feb 25
Feb 28

Feb 1 Daniel & Amber Gonzales
Feb 15 Michael & Polet Yonan

Tristan Sanders
Donovan Wallace
Marilyn Hoobyar
Maxine Kisling
Michael Sims
Emily Yonan
Mark Aldax
Elizabeth Kidwell
John Simon
Melba Jones
Deryn Betts
Chris Wiegman
Alison Aldax
Robby Avilla
Dave Posluch
Dick Vesperman
Pat Weisel
Rebecca Staley
Adria Sanders
Natalie Staley

If we have missed your
birthday or anniversary,
please contact the
church office.

First Presbyterian Church is a praying family.
Please let the church office know of your prayer
needs and we will gladly add your name to our
prayer chain.

Missions Ministry

Page 4 of 8

Mission:
To provide
restorative services
to those in need
through Christ’s love.
Vision:
To end homelessness through the restoration of
relationships with God, family and
the community.
365 days a year those in need can find hot meals,
an encouraging word, and a caring staff who are
eager to love and care for them. Turlock Gospel
Mission offers three meals a day, emergency
shelter, a Restoration Program, and our regions
only Day Shelter offering a multitude of services
including case management, transportation, and
shelter from inclement weather. We, at FPC,
provide meals to TGM every 2nd Sunday of the
month. Please pray for this wonderful ministry
throughout the year.

Just when you thought SCRIP couldn’t get any
easier, it does! Raise Right mobile app makes
this great fundraising even easier than before!
There’s no more waiting; no more extra time
wasted; and there’s no more extra money spent
on shipping charges.
Shop more than 750 top brands using gift cards
from your phone. Whether you’re at home or at
the store, you can instantly receive eGift cards
or reload at your own convenience. Simply
download the Raise Right App onto your phone,
register the church’s enrollment code
and follow the simple instructions
and Voilà you can now purchase
gift cards right on the spot.

JOIN THE TEAM NOW!
And share the love of God with “the least of these.”
It is time to start looking at plane tickets to
Guatemala! If you are planning on joining the 2022
Guatemala Mission Team,

JULY 4 – 11
2022

July 4-11, 2022,
NOW is the time to contact

Marcy Wright.

Guatemala Tutoring Center
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It is with much gratitude and enthusiasm that we announce the opening of a new tutoring center in
Tecpán. This was possible due to the great generosity of one of our FPC members, that they were able
to open a tutoring center in Guatemala. Thank YOU for your sponsorship in helping accomplish this
much needed facility and advancing the education and the economic level of this beautiful country.

Tutoring center in Tecpán
Teacher: Flori Odett Tol Bala
Total children: 13 children from second grade to High school.

In this center we are serving children who are mostly orphans,
and/or who live in difficult economic situations. Such is the
case of Irma Mercedes Charal who is a 10-year-old girl who is
in third grade. She lives in the village of Tecpàn, with her
mother, 5 brothers and a little sister who has a disability. Due to the economic situation of the
family, she started her studies thanks to God and Bethel who supported her with a scholarship
since 2019. Since then, she has been attending to the tutoring center, which it has been a great
blessing for her because she receives all necessary help to do her homework.
Unfortunately, she does not have the help of anyone in his family since her mother and her siblings
cannot read or write because they did not have the opportunity to go to school. Currently, Irma
is very happy and she says that she feels confident since she began to study. Every day, she attends
with the desire to continue learning new things.
Irma’s mothers said:” I am very grateful to God and Bethel for the help

and support given to my daughter so that she can continue
studying. The tutoring center has been a great blessing to Irma and
also to other children who attend every day”.

P.W. & Music Ministries
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY
PW Women’s Bible Study meets on the third Wednesday morning of the month. Our next gathering
will take place on Wednesday, February 16, 2022, at 10:30 am in Voight Hall. There will be a Zoom
link available for those that need that option. This will be the second of two lessons on Ruth. Ruth’s
story requires two lessons to do her justice. In this lesson, Ruth and Naomi, who started out empty
and bereft, are filled and redeemed through the honesty and care they show one another. The foreign
daughter-in-law is praised for her faithfulness, and, in the end, Ruth is shown to be the main reason
King David’s family line can continue.
Our study comes from the 2021-22 PW/Horizons Bible Study: What My Grandmothers Taught Me:
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus authored by Merryl Blair. This Bible
study provides a unique glimpse into the lives of the women intimately connected with Jesus and his
life and ministry. We will study Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. For any questions or
more information, please contact Candace Peterson.
All women of the church are welcome to attend.

♫♪ Notes from the Music Room ♫♪
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Praise the Lord, bless His holy name.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
Come into His presence with music;
Break forth into joyous singing.
Praise the Lord, bless His holy name!
February is here! And with it comes warmer weather and sunnier skies and lighter hearts! And the
anthem quoted above is a favorite of mine which we will be singing during the month, a song of delight
and JOY!
There are moments in our lives when the difficulties seem to overwhelm us, when the trials of our
times surround us and the light of our life appears to dim. It is at these times that I look for a beautiful
flower, like my wonderful new camellia, or admire a painting on the wall, or a piece of music comes to
mind that lifts my heart out of the darkness and into the light of our world! I have even been known
to dance to a lively tune which has come into my brain on a foggy, dreary day.
It is never a bad time to ‘break forth into joyful singing!’ So do it! And let the song in your heart lift
you up and put a smile on your face! And then let that smile be a delight for others nearby!
Rev. Wendy Warner
Director of Music

Deacon Team & Finance Ministry
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Session last met on January 17, 2022, in Voight Hall.
Of interest:
•
There are nineteen youth that have committed to
attend summer camp at the Zephyr Point
Presbyterian Retreat Center. This is a “Hallelujah!”
moment. With that in mind, Session approved
fundraising for the cost to send these youth to camp.
•
The 10 am Sunday School hour will go on
temporary hiatus. Children’s Worship with Marcy
Wright held during worship will continue as
scheduled.
•
Session continued to work diligently and prayerfully
on the 2022 General Fund budget.
•
Session will next meet on Monday, February 28,
2022.
By the time you read this, we will have held our annual
Congregational Meeting, received new members to our
church family, and elected new elders, deacons, and
corporate officers.
On behalf of Session, thank you for your continuing
support to the life and mission of FPC. God is good!

In His service,
Pat Wallace
Clerk of Session

FINANCE UPDATE
Income & Expense Year to Date
Ending December 31, 2021
YTD Income:
Contributions
Other Income
Interest
Realized Gain
Total Income

2021
$288,643
$ 50,998
$
296
$
0
$339,937

YTD Total Expenses
$378,670
Income/Expense Difference ($38,733)
Thank YOU all for your very generous giving in 2021! We
want to encourage you to continue to give for it is only
through your giving that we can thrive. Please keep in mind
that any designated contribution is in addition to the
general giving.
Thank you again for all your financial support.
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DEACONS TEAM MINISTRY
Deacons held their monthly meeting on January 17th
with some participating in person and others through
Zoom. Joys and concerns were shared, and plans
made for those in our church family who might
benefit from extra care.
On February 21st, we will say goodbye to several
outgoing deacons from the class of 2021 who have
faithfully served our church family. WE are excited
to be welcoming a new group of servants to our Board
of Deacons at our next meeting and look forward,
together, to finding ways of blessing others.
In Christ,
Darlene Runsten and Lynn Posluch
Deacon Co-Moderators

PER CAPITA
As a connectional church, our work is
maintained and funded by a financial system
called “Per Capita.” In this system, each
governing body above the local congregation’s
session determines how much it will cost to do
what the Book of Order and the next higher
governing council require. Each body also
calculates what it will cost to do the ministries we
believe God is calling us to do. And the General
Assembly determines the cost of maintaining the
structures and systems at the national level that
support the internal work of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) and its relationships with other
faith communities around the world.
As members, we pay per capita, in addition to
one’s annual gift, recognizing that the
Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) is a connectional
church and we are part of a larger family
throughout the country. This connection
includes our Presbyteries, Synods, and General
Assembly. Our financial support keeps us
connected and able to support the work and
mission of our Presbytery and our sister
churches. Our 2022 per capita apportionment of
$26.74 per member supports our Presbytery
office, Synod, and General Assembly. We ask that
you respond by returning your contribution by
April 3, 2022.
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First Presbyterian Church
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E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net
Website: www.fpturlock.com
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www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

WELCOME TO

February
Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name.

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright
Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner
Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright
Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson
Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner
Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan
Interim Bookkeeper: Rev. Jim Stochl
Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell
Organist: Barbara Bort
Nursery Attendant: Rebecca Staley

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS
Elders
Class of 2021
Marilyn Hoobyar
Priscilla Peters
Pat Wallace
Michael Yonan

Elders
Class of 2022
Robby Avilla
Dan Hardesty
Joey Reyes
Adria Sanders

Elders
Class of 2023
Michael Betts
Donna Harrison
Candace Peterson
John Sims

Deacons
Class of 2021
Susan England
Valerie Keesey
Lynn Posluch
Darlene Runsten
Cyndi Sims

Deacons
Class of 2022
Diane Arakelian
Lynette Betts
Sheila Josh
Mary Peterson

Deacons
Class of 2023
Alison Aldax
Niki Higdon
Marlena Mizicko
Jana Purdy

