
between rage and deep sadness at the loss of innocents in these 

horrific days. And I recall another sage who said “Be the change 

you seek.” Now that was Gandhi. You know the only way we 

can move forward is to become students who listen more than 

we speak. Students who reflect and meditate more than we react. 

Believers are students. I would like to remind you that you are a 

student of Christ, a disciple to be sure. When you said yes to the 

call of the Spirit of Christ it was a yes to discipleship. It was a 

yes to listen more than you speak. It was a yes to seeking to 

understand more than to be understood. It was a yes to being the 

change that you seek.   
 

“Us vs Them” culture was precisely the demon Christ came to 

slay in first-century Palestine. At every turn Jesus taught us that 

every person was precious, every life sacred to the Heavenly 

Father. He taught that religious culture must take a back seat to 

our common humanity. Years later the Holy Spirit speaking 

through the pen of the Apostle Paul gave us these words – “In 

Christ…there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 

nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus.”   I have no idea how to solve the problems we face 

globally or locally, but I know we cannot even begin until we 

seek to understand more than to be understood. May we 

understand that Christ has come for the whole world. And may 

we all take some “study leave” from life to listen and learn what 

the Holy Spirit is trying to tell us. They call what Marcy and I 

have gone through the last two weeks, Spanish immersion. Oh, 

it is a challenge to be sure, but immersion is the point isn’t 

it.  Immersion sounds like what John was talking about when he 

wrote – “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” May God 

help us as individuals and as a nation to hear what Christ is 

saying at this time and may we all seek to understand. 

 

In His Grace,  

Pastor Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
(Confession is supposed to be good for the soul, we will 

see). In the past I prepared July’s article while in Guatemala, 

in the evenings when we as a team paused to reflect on the 

work of the day. Our evening reflections are always the 

same and always different. The same because the work we 

do from year to year is predictable, and different because the 

people we meet and so quickly fall in love with are as 

different as the beautiful dresses of the Mayan women, 

the traje tipico (traditional indigenous clothing). 
 

This year we worked on the edge of the rainforest in a land 

I can only describe as breathtaking. Lush vegetation 

blanketing mountains and valleys, wild white orchids 

dotting the already spectacular landscape, and oh the people. 

They are sweet, humble, proud, hard-working, resilient, 

hopeful, and kind. That is why we fall in love so quickly 

with each family we meet.  
 

This year we built homes for three families with present 

fathers still working hard to lift their families from 

subsistence living. It is typical for us to build homes for 

single mothers and grandmothers who find themselves in 

dire situations because the father has left.  

That is emotionally hard for us every year. But this year in 

each of the homes we built, dads jumped in with joy to mix 

cement, carry supplies, direct the kids, and even pray when 

we dedicated the new houses. Even though Bethel 

Ministries triangulates ministry teams with local churches, 

we were all so happy to find the local churches also reaching 

out to assist the families we came to serve. As a pastor that 

makes me so optimistic. 
 

This year I learned that the local mayors often send a 

First Presbyterian Church of Turlock 

 

 

newsLETTER 

       

 June Greetings Church Family, 
 

I am writing once again from Guatemala, on the last leg of a 

mission trip and study leave. The mission trip was a real blessing 

to myself and my family. The Wrights and the Andersons pulled 

together our resources to build a house and do some food 

distribution as well as a visit to a tutoring center. After the week 

of mission’s work, Marcy and I settled in to the city of Antigua. 

Antigua is an old, beautiful Spanish colonial city where history 

is pouring from walls and cobblestone streets. Visitors gather 

here from all over the world to enjoy the Guatemalan culture and 

partake of the food and sites. Many come here to have 

immersion classes in Spanish, and that is why Marcy and I chose 

Antigua. Though we have both studied Spanish more as an 

occasional thing we have both long desired to be conversational 

with folks we meet here and yes in Turlock. Pentecost Sunday 

falls on June 5th this year and it is not lost on me that the very 

first miracle of the gathered believers in Acts 2 was the miracle 

of language. By the time you read this, I may have already 

delivered that sermon – so I won’t preach it again right now. 

However, I believe it has always been crucial for followers of 

Christ to proactively work to understand others.  

Now I am not going to lie, understanding others who speak 

Spanish at a rapid pace is so much harder for me than slowly 

pounding out my verbs and conjugations. What a surprise! 

While we are learning to speak Spanish, we are really learning 

to listen. I was recalling a quote I read some years ago and I was 

sure it was Gandhi or St Francis of Assisi or some ancient sage. 

Nope. It was Steven Covey, author of the best-selling book 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People. In 1989 Covey 

wrote this great advice- “seek first to understand, then to be 

understood.” That is sage advice we all need at this moment. 
 

Our nation has just been wounded again by a mass shooting at 

an elementary school. There are no words to say here. Change 

needs to come and come quickly. The random death of innocents 

should never be the price we pay for our constitutional liberties. 

As I type I am so conflicted. I want to shout; I want to point my 

finger at groups and politicians. Like you I kind of bounce  

 



 

 

 

 

 
JR. HIGH GRADUATES: 

 

Elijah Monroy 

Madison Staley 
 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: 
 

Suzanna Gonzales 

Dysart High School 
 

COLLEGE GRADUATES: 
 

Michael Jones 

California State University, Stanislaus 
 

Walter Jordan 

California State University, Stanislaus 
 

Nicholas Wright 

Fresno Pacific University 
 

Michael Yonan, Jr. 

California State University, Sacramento 
 

Post College Graduate 
 

Emily Yonan, JD  

Washington University Law School, St. Louis, MO 

 

 

 

 

 

The following are individuals who have completed a 9month 

with 24 sessions of PCUSA Confirmation Curriculum led by 

Stephanie Anderson. This curriculum fulfills the membership 

requirements for the youth of our church. Please help us 

congratulate: 

             Ryan Njock 

             Julianne Ramirez 

             Sarina Ramirez 

             Jackson Reyes 

            Madison Staley 
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Congratulations also goes to Delilah Betts and Steve Njock 

who will be receiving their new Bibles as they move on from 

4th grade to 5th. And to Deryn Betts and Caleb Staley as they 

move onto 7th grade and into Youth Group. 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 

June 6 Ruth Gaffney  June 12 Marvin & Barbara Bort 

June 22 Scott Hennes  June 18 Dan & Barbara Hardesty 

June 23 Shasta Gunn    

June 25 Diane Arakelian  

June 25 Paul Jevert 

June 26 Suzanna Gonzales 

June 26 Jana Purdy 

June 26 Dot Toews 

June 27 J.F. Clegg 

June 28 Wayne Kidwell 

June 29 Marvin Bort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

If we have missed your 

birthday or anniversary,  

please contact the  

church office. 

 

Continue Prayers for the Children, Teachers and 

Families of Uvalde, Texas…as well as the People 
of Ukraine & Russia…All Civic and National 

Leaders, Rescue, Recovery, and Relief workers 

Please praise God continuously for who He is 
and what He has done in your life… 

Blessed is His Holy Name. 
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Avilla, Robby (S,H) 

Blixt, Elizabeth (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Brunton, Bob (H) 

Barbara McClellan’s Family (G) 

Peterson Family (G) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Mabel Sargis’ Family (G) 

Smith, Betty (H) 

Taylor, Paul (H) 

Vesperman, Dick (H) 

Wiegman, Joyce (H) 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church is a 

praying family. 

Please let the church office know 

of your prayer needs and we will 

gladly add your name to our 

prayer chain. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************************

************** 
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WE DID IT!!! We met our goal to raise enough funds raise enough funds to provide homes for three 

families, wheelchairs for fifty, and food for twenty families for the FPC July Guatemala Mission Trip. Over the 

four weeks of fundraising, we raised $11,943 through Big Wednesday dinners and donations. The 

Wrights/Andersons kicked off the event with chicken cordon bleu and Nick's Italian chocolate salami. The 

Aldax family treated us to a delicious New York steak dinner with mushroom sauce followed by blueberry 

cobbler. The Reyes family and Big T Hydraulics brought back FPC's famous BBQ chicken dinner with a 

Ghirardelli brownie topped with peanut butter sauce. How fun to hear the community reminiscing about those 

dinners. The UAEC congregation wrapped up the four-week event with their classic Assyrian cuisine – chicken 

kabobs, rice, grilled vegetables, and lavash. What delicious treats! Thank you for joining us in meeting the 

needs of those in need.  

Meet Flori. She is the director of a tutoring center sponsored by one 

of FPC's members. The key to helping people end the cycle of 

poverty is education. That is why many of us sponsor children's 

educational expenses. Unfortunately many of the most needy 

children do not have help at home. Mom and Dad have never been 

to school, so how can they help their children. Bethel Ministries has 

opened five tutoring centers to help those students. Flori is 

passionate about making sure her students have the opportunity to 

succeed. She proudly told us all of her students have stayed in school 

and passed their grade level each year.  

 

Here is a glimpse of the mission trip the Wright and Anderson families went on. 

Consider taking your family or a group for an enjoyable mission trip. 

Paul enjoying a home visit Micah helping put in the 
foundation for a house! 

Stephanie reading the 
children’s new books 

Everyone busy  
working together 

Help from the family putting the walls up 

“But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for 

finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the 

work of telling others the Good News about the 

wonderful grace of God." 

Acts 20:24 



 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Children will be meeting in the sanctuary each Sunday 

morning and dismissed for Kid's Worship during 

Passing the Peace. Join us to meet Elijah, a prophet of 

God. What was going on at that time? What was God's 

message through Elijah? How did God protect Elijah? 

Did God keep His word? Learn all this and more this 

month in Sunday Kid's Worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Ministry 

! 
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Youth  

 

Trip 

Sunday, June 5th 

Contact Stephanie Anderson 

For more details. Tutors are greatly needed! For more information on 

becoming a tutor, please contact Stephanie Anderson 

or the church office. This is a great opportunity to 

get a feel for the program. 

We ONLY have three months left 

Hide God’s Word in Your Heart and 

join us for a limousine ride to Church 

Chuck E. Cheese! 



 

P.W. & Music Ministries 
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♫♪ Notes from the Music Room ♫♪ 

And so the whole universe was completed. 
By the seventh day God finished what he had been doing 

and stopped working. He blessed the seventh day 
and set it apart as a special day. 

Genesis 2:1-3 

Rest. Holy rest. It is God’s idea.  Work for 6 days, and then rest. And so that time has come for 
your music department to rest. Aaaaah. Not for too long, but for a few weeks.  They have earned 

it! Both the choir and bells have been diligent in their practice during this year of trying to 

return to what may be a new normal, preparing music to enhance our worship. And now they have 
earned time to take a breath, and rest.   

And with that time is our opportunity to say thanks to these faithful folk for their weekly 

devotion to the task of making music with which to glorify God! Sometimes it is old and familiar 

music which we know and love, and occasionally it is a new song which takes extra effort to learn. 
But it is all written and sung or played to inspire our worship of God!   

But there is another kind of rest to be acknowledged here, and that is the ‘rest’ within the 

music. There are rests throughout each piece of music. Those rests are places where the music is 

to stop. Sometimes it is an opportunity for a singer to take a breath, or an instrumentalist get 

a bit of a break after a long passage, or the audience has a chance prepare to hear a new theme! 

I challenge you, as the listener, to sometimes listen for the rests in the music, because there 
may be a message in the pause! 

So beginning on June 19 until the middle of July, prepare to be led in worship with some slightly 

different kinds of music! And know that behind the scenes, there are those who will be preparing 
for a new season of hymns and anthems and songs to delight the ears of God – and you! 

 

Rev. Wendy Warner, 
Director of Music 

 

 

PW Women’s Bible Study usually meets on the third Wednesday morning of the month; however, the June meeting will be on the fourth 

Wednesday of the month, June 22, 2022, at 10:30 am in Voight Hall. There will be a Zoom link available for those that need that option. This 

month’s lesson is the final lesson of this year’s bible study. It summarizes what the grandmothers of our faith have taught us and imagines what they 

may have taught Jesus. Through the stories of outsiders and marginalized people we see the kingdom of God, in which the last are made first. Our 

study comes from the 2021-22 PW/Horizons Bible Study: What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of 

Jesus authored by Merryl Blair.  

Introducing the 2022-23 PW/Horizons Bible Study: Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight authored by Carol M. Bechtel. This 

study begins in September 2022. In the nine lessons of this Bible study – with passages from Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Isiah, Matthew, Luke, 

and Acts – we’ll consider Sabbath: as a celebration, not a day of dreary formality; as God’s intent for all of creation that includes busy women too; as 

one day of the week, perhaps a Sunday; as a time to surrender unhealthy striving and frantic busyness, and instead trust that God will provide; as a 

reminder that life is precious and working too much is against God’s plans for our precious lives; as a day devoted to commun ity and justice and not 

exclusively to self-care. Ultimately, Sabbath reminds us to honor God who honors us by giving us a day each week to reset our pace, our priorities, 

and our lives.  

For any questions or more information, please contact Candace Peterson.  All women of the church are welcome to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY  



 

DEACONS TEAM MINISTRY 
 

At our May 10th Deacon meeting we continued to work 

on Deacon assignments.  We also discussed Mark 

Peterson’s memorial reception that was going to be held 

later in that week. Mark liked the Chicago Bears and the 

Boston Red Sox so the theme was a sports concession-

style reception with a number of different finger foods. 

A huge thank you to Pat Rubalcava, Elaine Neely, 

Kendra Reyes, Nancy Seaver, and Bill Bishop for 

assisting with the reception. 

At our June meeting we will continue discussions on our 

project, updating the FPC Directory.  We hope to have a 

sample FPC Directory format to share with Deacons as 

well as a possible timeline for getting the project 

completed.   

Again, we look forward to the remainder of the 2022 year 

and working together with you. 

In Christ, 

Darlene Runsten, Moderator 

 

PER CAPITA 
 

As a connectional church, our work is maintained and 

funded by a financial system called “Per Capita.” In this 

system, each governing body above the local 

congregation’s session determines how much it will cost 

to do what the Book of Order and the next higher 

governing council require. Each body also calculates 

what it will cost to do the ministries we believe God is 

calling us to do. And the General Assembly determines 

the cost of maintaining the structures and systems at the 

national level that support the internal work of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its relationships with 

other faith communities around the world.  
 

As members, we pay per capita, in addition to one’s 

annual gift, recognizing that the Presbyterian Church 

(PCUSA) is a connectional church and we are part of a 

larger family throughout the country. This connection 

includes our Presbyteries, Synods, and General 

Assembly. Our financial support keeps us connected and 

able to support the work and mission of our Presbytery 

and our sister churches. Our 2022 per capita 

apportionment of $26.74 per member supports our 

Presbytery office, Synod, and General Assembly. Thank 

you in advance for supporting the Presbytery ministries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Session last met on May 16, 2022. 
 

Of interest: 

• Approved purchase of choir and handbell choir robes 

to be paid through fundraising and partially through 

Bake Sale funds.  
 

On behalf of Session, thank you for your continuing support 

to the life and mission of FPC. God is good! 
 

In His service,  
 

Pat Wallace 

Clerk of Session  

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2022 
 

        Contributions: $85,370 

        Other Income: $21,906 

        Total Income: $107,276 

        Expenses:  $122,649 

        Excess Expense: ($15,373) 
 

Our church had an amazing April.  Your support of the 

dinners to help the struggling families in Guatemala was 

remarkable. There were significant contributions to One 

Great Hour and we nearly achieved our budgeted income for 

the general fund.  Our expenses are also in check with our 

budget and we pray for continued future financial support of 

the operations of our church.  
 

The Session will review FPC's financial status at our next 

meeting and discuss future financial challenges. Thank you 

again for your wonderful contributions to our church. 

In His Service, 

FPC Finance Committee 
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 
 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

 Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Kimberly Sasman 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Nursery Attendant: Rebecca Staley 

 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

Patricia Wallace 

 

 

Elders 

Class of 2023 

Michael Betts 

Donna Harrison 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

 

Elders 

Class of 2024 

Mark Aldax 

Kathleen Gunn 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

 

 
 

Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Diane Arakelian 

Lynette Betts 

Valerie Keesey 

Elaine Neely 

Pat Rubalcava 

Darlene Runsten 

Lisa Wellman 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2023 

Alison Aldax 

Niki Higdon 

Marlena Mizicko 

Jana Purdy 

Kendra Reyes 

Cyndi Sims 

Jeannie Staley 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2024 
 

Bill Bishop 

Amber Gonzales 

Donna Lansing 

Nancy Seaver 

Meghan Young 

Brent Harrison 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

